
Page 37 
WGPC Meeting Minutes 
6th August 2024 

  
    

     MINUTES OF THE 
   EXTRA PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DRAFT MINUTES TO BE AGREED ON 17TH SEPTEMBER 2024 
 

Date: Tuesday 6th August 2024 
 
Present: Mr P Drummond (PD) (Chairman), Mr A Jackson (AJ),  

Mr M Ogden-Meade (MOM), Mr H True (HT), Mrs S Winship (SW), Mr T Worrall (TW) 
Mr M Watson (MW) 

 
Non-attendance: Mr A Burbridge (AB), Mr D Hill (DH) 
 
In Attendance: Mrs L Davies, Clerk  
  
Members of Public:  None 

 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.45 pm and welcomed everyone.  
 
1. Apologies for Absence: 

None received although the Clerk advised that DH may have mentioned his absence when 
leaving the last meeting. 

 
2. Declaration of Members’ Interests: 

As a friend of the applicant, PD declared his interest in the Horsebridge House planning 
applications. No other interests were declared. 
 

3. Minutes of the Last Meeting: 
The Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 16th July 2024 were approved as a correct record 
and signed by the Chairman. 

 
4. Public Questions:  

There were no members of public present. 
 
5. Report on on-going matters: 

 
a. Chichester Local Plan:  

Guidance notes for the examination had been received and circulated. The hearing would 
open at 9.30 am on Tuesday 1st October 2024 at the Chichester District Council (CDC) 
offices. Registration and further comments must be submitted by 5.00 pm on Friday 30th 
August 2024. 
 
At the last meeting, raising awareness through a petition had been discussed. MOM had 
given thought to wording which was displayed. Discussion ensued during which 
explanation was given to the housing allocation in the extant Neighbourhood Plan (NP), NP 
review process and implications of not reviewing the NP, the changing housing allocations, 
percentage housing increase and Local Plan examination. 
 

8.13 pm – MOM left the meeting. 
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Although the village had been consulted over the NP review and had received regular 
updates raising awareness of the Local Plan implications in newsletters, the final 
Regulation 19 consultation had been complex to complete, discouraging village responses. 
The Parish Council’s representation at the hearing was the last opportunity to demonstrate 
concern at the level of development being imposed by CDC. The petition wording required 
careful consideration to ensure that the village understood that this challenge should not 
be ignored and did not guarantee a positive outcome. 
 
It was agreed: 

• Four large signs to be purchased for display in the village advertising a survey on 
the village website; to be displayed on crowd barriers below the church and by 
the war memorial.   

• Expenditure of approximately £100 was approved.  

• Response deadline 29th August. 

• TW/PD to consider survey wording and to circulate for final approval. 

• TW to prepare the survey on SurveyMonkey which met data protection 
requirements. Link from the village website. 

• PD/SW and the Clerk to continue with the hearing submission. 
 

b. Neighbourhood Plan: 
A land promoter had requested a meeting with the Parish Council to discuss a possible site.  
Members agreed to meet around the end of September; dates to be circulated for 
attendance. 
The Ansells Yard land promoter had telephoned to acknowledge the Parish Council’s 
response in relation to the Stable Field footway. They believed that the Tanglewood 
developer had sought further pre-application advice from WSCC Highways to progress their 
site.  They understood that the Parish Council would be making further representation at 
the Local Plan hearing and offered support, if required. 

 
c. Public Toilets: 

It had been agreed at the July meeting to enter a 3-year contract with Valda Energy, but 
subsequent research of reviews had identified concerns. Members therefore agreed by 
email to the second option, a 3-year Fixed Term contract with EDF, a known company. The 
Clerk confirmed that this had now been completed and the Direct Debit payments 
established. 
The 5-yearly electrical safety test was completed last week although the report had not yet 
been received. The £2,200 grant, less the £1 purchase price, had been received from CDC. 
 

d. Pavilion Lease: 
The draft lease had been sent to the Wisborough Green Sports (WGS) Trustees to review. 
The Clerk had requested a meeting to progress the draft, but this was declined. The 
Trustees have scheduled a meeting on 11th September 2024 to discuss the lease and the 
current building before engaging further with the Parish Council. 

 
e. Pavilion: 

The Chairman expressed his disappointment that the WGS Trustees were perceiving the 
Parish Council’s comments and recent newsletter update as negativity towards a new 
Pavilion. The Parish Council, as a whole, supported the proposal but personally, although 
he supported a new building, he was concerned about the size and impact on the Green. 
He also understood that there was not wholehearted support throughout the village. That 
aside, in his view, the Parish Council was correct in informing the Trustees over the 
solicitor’s advice that CDC appeared to be failing to consider the Pavilion’s location on a 
registered village green. Having received this advice, the Parish Council was obliged to 
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inform CDC as not doing so would be a dereliction of duty; if CDC failed to consider this 
‘constraint’ it offered additional grounds for a new building being open to legal challenge. 
 
The Chairman acknowledged that the Parish Council had been remiss over the last 24 years 
or so in not undertaking an annual inspection and by this omission had failed to appreciate 
the condition of the building deteriorating to its current condition. That said, the lack of 
maintenance and repair was down to WGS (and its predecessor). He understood WGS’s 
reticence to spend funds on the existing building but until such time as all funds for a new 
building had been raised, the condition of the building and, importantly, health and safety 
concerns needed to be addressed, at the very least; agreed by all. 
 
In relation to the new Pavilion, the Trustees had been advised at an early stage, and 
repeatedly, that commercial activity was severely restricted on a registered village green, 
the Pavilion’s use being restricted to supporting sport on the Green, concurred by AJ. The 
Chairman was concerned that the brief given to the architect, as described on their 
website, stated ‘to serve the additional needs of the local community as a meeting room, 
venue and bar’. He highlighted that use in this way, or beyond the current use, was not 
permitted and commercial use could not be used for size justification and income 
generation to finance the building. He referenced Rudgwick where the sports club folded 
putting the Parish Council in a vulnerable position to return grant funding. Fortunately for 
Rudgwick, changing rooms were retained, protecting the grant funding received and, as the 
building was not on a registered village green, it had been commercially let; this was not 
possible in Wisborough Green. 
  
The Chairman explained that when the Parish Council wrote to the Trustees saying that the 
'Parish Council is disappointed at both progress and the direction of travel’ this related 
solely to the events following the very positive meeting held with the Trustees in May and 
the apparent subsequent backtracking on the positivity they displayed at that 
meeting.  Concentrating on providing a new pavilion had led to lack of maintenance and, 
more importantly, the concerning safety issues. In its role as landlord, the Parish Council 
had commissioned a Schedule of Dilapidations; the Clerk advised that the survey had been 
organised for Tuesday 20th August 2024 and access arrangements confirmed. The Chairman 
confirmed that the surveyors had been briefed to conduct their work taking the terms of 
the current pavilion lease into account. 
 
The Chairman advised that the Clerk highlighted at last November’s Green Coordination 
Group meeting that new Fire Regulations came into force from October 2024, advising that 
they should be reviewed to ensure that all requirements had been met. Despite being 
requested from WGS, the Fire Certificate and Report had not been received, and it was 
now understood that this inspection had only recently been undertaken. Members 
expressed concern that public safety was not being addressed. 
 
After some further discussion, it was agreed that: 

• The Schedule of Dilapidations to be shared with the Trustees at the earliest 
opportunity, hopefully prior to their meeting on 11th September 2024. 

• This survey should guide discussion and decisions regarding the existing building. 

• The projected cost of the new building, reduction in available sports body funding and 
restriction on commercial use, indicated that a review of the viability of the current 
design to be discussed. 

• An extra Parish Council meeting with the Trustees to be organised either on Tuesday 
24th or Wednesday 25th September at 7.45 pm in the Committee Room at the Village 
Hall. 
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f. Operation Watershed Application: 
MW gave explanation to the scheme which would be funded by WSCC. Three quotations 
were requested, two were received. MW had met both contractors on site to discuss the 
proposal in detail and provided cost details. It was agreed that the preferred contractor 
was Landbuild. The additional road surfacing quotation to be included due to water 
erosion and the need to stabilise the granite setts and bank of the ditch. 

 
g. Kirdford Road Pavement Resurfacing: 

MW explained that 3 quotations had been received which considerably varied in cost. He 
had now reviewed these and met one contractor onsite to determine the specification. 
Updated quotations for this specification would now be obtained. 

 
h. School Traffic Incidents: 

SW reminded members that in April an incident occurred when a car passed traffic waiting 
to allow children to cross the road, presumably thinking the car had been parked; 
fortunately the children crossing stopped in time and a severe accident was avoided. An 
email had been sent to the school and a slightly dismissive response received. There was a 
second incident and an email sent on the 17th July received a positive response, offering a 
meeting with two current staff members in September. SW strongly believed that the 
school, parents and Parish Council had to think collectively to address concerns.  
The village’s Police Community Support Officer had offered to attend drop-off/pick up in 
September and undertake a road safety assembly at the school.  
As a result of the recent newsletter, the Chair of Governors had made contact and SW had 
provided him with details. This particular concern related to children crossing between 
parked cars and road warning signs not being visible. SW would contact the school again in 
September to arrange the meeting. 
The Chairman thanked SW for her excellent work in this regard. 
 

i. Clerk’s Update: 
- Songhurst Meadow Trees: A further tree had been broken (reported to the police) and 

several had died. Beetle larvae had been identified on the Alder trees which were sprayed 
again with horticultural soap and tree bands added. 

- Tree Inspection: The 3-yearly health and safety inspection had recently been completed 
and verbal feedback on 3 trees given which the arboriculturist had been monitoring; he 
was concerned that the canopies indicated more extensive internal decay. He would be 
returning to undertake the Dynaroot evaluation (stability) on these trees on a windy day. 
The Clerk asked members to familiarise themselves with the trees (by the public toilets, 
behind the Pavilion and at the bottom of Butts Meadow) in advance of receiving the 
report. 

- Cricketers Arms: This village pub had reopened under new management. A positive 
welcoming email had been sent to the publican. It highlighted that the land in front of the 
public house was owned by the Parish Council and that use for activities or events required 
Parish Council approval. The Clerk also noted speakers had been installed outside and 
advised the publican to seek licensing advice from CDC as this was in breach of the current 
licence which permitted indoor music only. Activities outside of the current licence would 
require a Temporary Event Notice. The Clerk noted that the new licensee had, 
encouragingly, started clearing the rear garden. 

- Other matters to report since the publication of the agenda 

• Water Leak: Southern Water was due to repair the leak in the ditch in School Road last 
Friday, but this was not evident; the Clerk to follow up.  

• Annual Fair: A letter had been sent asking that the Fair be located on the football 
pitch, as requested by AB, due to the impact on the new drainage system, but no 
response received to date. 
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6. Correspondence: 
A list detailing the correspondence and updates received since the last meeting was circulated 
and displayed. Members were reminded to request any information of interest if it had not 
been circulated. 
 

Correspondence – Details of emails and letters received. 

Rural Services Network – The Rural Bulletin 

Durbans Road residents – reported to episodes of fly tipping along Durbans Road. They had reported 
both and suggested CCTV/signs. Thanked them for reporting and advised that this was a CDC 
responsibility. Occurred 3 times in a couple of weeks. Noted with thanks. 

School Road resident – advising that a property was being split. Clerk advised that access would need to 
be considered across the village green but also planning permission was required. Referred resident to 
CDC. 

CDC – Gambling Act 2005 – Consultation on the draft Statement of Policy until midnight on 15th 
September. The Clerk had reviewed and did not feel that a response was required. Noted. 

Kirdford Road Resident – advising that people were seen in Stable Field on Saturday evening – accessed 
over the gate. The Clerk responded and said unauthorised access and it was not the intention for late 
night use unless perhaps for an event on the Green. If she felt uncomfortable and threatened, to call the 
police. Thanked her for checking the gate. Noted. 

WSCC – confirmation that salt audit had been received. 

Rural Services Network – The Rural Bulletin 

SDNPA - Regulation 22 Notice of Submission of the Hampshire Minerals and Waste Plan (HMWP) Partial 
Update to the Secretary of State for independent examination. 

Horsham District Council – District Local Plan was formally submitted for examination on 26 July 2024. 
Circulated for information. Noted. 

SDNP August News –  
• Helping our planet Find out about the extraordinary wave of community action in the National Park 

as people of all ages get involved in climate action.  
•  Foodie heaven The South Downs is known for its amazing food and drink – now you can enjoy it all in 

one place as a festival comes to a beautiful forest site in the National Park!  
• Royal summer wedding Learn about the history of a Queen who was married ‘neath the Downs.  
•  Competition! Win tickets to see Annes of Cleves’ House and explore Tudor living.  

BT – BT Cloud being discontinued from 31 October 2024. From 9th September will become a read only 
service. Members suggested Onedrive provided by Microsoft.  

CAGNE Update - The Development Consent Order (DCO) hearings TR020005 for Gatwick Airport’s plans 
for a new runway are now complete. But you can still point out the shortfalls in the process to the 
Planning Inspectorate (PINS) – deadline 21st August. PD was aware. 

Sussex Nature Recovery Team – interim survey results. 

Newpound Resident – bus company for The Weald has changed the pickup point to the pavement on the 
road instead of the lay-by by the post box. Concerned about traffic speed and safety on dark mornings – 
5 children. Requested date to demonstrate that it is a fast road. Members supported the resident’s 
concerns. Response delegated to SW and the Clerk. 

Rural Services Network – The Rural Bulletin 

Local Plan Examination – hearing will open at 9.30 am on Tuesday 1st October. Guidance Notes provides, 
Inspectors’ Matters, Issues and Questions and draft hearing programme – circulated. If you wish to 
participate at the hearings you are required to let me know which hearing sessions you wish to 
participate in. Please email me at programmeofficer@chichester.gov.uk before 17:00 Friday 30th August 
stating who you will be representing, what matter(s) and question(s) you wish to participate in and the 
name of your participant. Noted. 

 
 

mailto:programmeofficer@chichester.gov.uk
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7. Planning 
a. New Applications: The following planning application was reviewed. Application details had 

been circulated in advance of the meeting and were also displayed: 
 

Application No. Application Details 

WR/24/01043/DOM 
- Case Officer: 
Miruna Turland 
 

Mr And Mrs S Cato 
Bentley Cottage  Paplands Lane  Newpound  Wisborough Green  
Two storey side and rear extension. Single storey side extension. Relocation of 
existing outbuilding. O.S. Grid Ref. 506180/127116 
No Objection 
 

SDNP/24/02585/LDE 
Case Officer: Jemma 
Frankland 

Mr & Mrs Embiricos 
Horsebridge House , Fittleworth Road, Wisborough Green, RH14 0HD 
Existing lawful development certificate for use of land as residential garden. 
O.S. Grid Ref. 502899/122531 
No Objection 
 

SDNP/24/02726/HO
US 
Case Officer: Jemma 
Frankland 

Mr & Mrs Embiricos 
Horsebridge House , Fittleworth Road, Wisborough Green, RH14 0HD 
Erection of a single storey garden room.O.S. Grid Ref. 502899/122531 
No Objection 
 

 
c. Enforcement:  

• Shepherd’s Hut, Durbans Road: CDC had given the owners until the end of August to 
remove the hut and domestic items. A site visit had been arranged for the beginning of 
September and the owners advised that an enforcement notice was likely to be served 
if the site was not clear. 

• Northlands Farm: The owner had been given until 30th August 2024 to submit an 
application otherwise a breach of condition notice would be issued. 

• Fishers Farm Park: 
o New access and culverting a ditch: CDC had met the owner and requested a 

retrospective planning application be submitted by the end of October 2024. The 
owner had been advised that WSCC would be consulted and therefore a thorough 
assessment would need to be provided with the application. 

o Siting of 2 camping pods, hardstanding and septic tank: Apparently the company 
that provided the pods advised that planning permission was not required. CDC 
had now explained the relevant planning legislation and the owner advised that if 
they wished to retain the pods, a retrospective planning application should be 
submitted, also by the end of October. 

 
8. Finance: 
 

a. Bank Reconciliation: HT confirmed that he had checked and agreed the bank reconciliation 
for the Barclays Community Account for the month ending 31st July 2024.  

 
b. Accounts for Payment: 

The Clerk displayed the Payment List for August that was approved. 
 
Online payments for the Barclays Community Account 
Payment entered on 6th August 2024 unless stated otherwise. 

Payee Amount 
£ 

Description 

West Sussex County Council 2,152.11 Clerk’s salary and oncosts for July 
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Mr T Stride 120.93 Songhurst Meadow verge cutting July 

Wetton Cleaning Services 870.47 Monthly public toilet cleaning and water test for July 

Grasstex Ltd 673.20 Spraying of village green with selective herbicide on 19th July 
2024 

Arun District Council 162.02 August newsletter printing 

Moore 504.00 External Audit fee 

1st Clearflow Ltd 407.58 Supply and install replacement WC in ladies 

 £4,890.31  

 
Direct Debit / Card Payments from the Barclays Community Account 

Date Amount 
£ 

Payee Description 

24.07.24 11.99 HP Instant Ink Auto Card – Monthly ink replacement service 

24.07.24 38.56 IONOS Auto Card – monthly website support, email contract and 
annual domain registration 

25.07.24 157.93 Business Stream Public toilets water supply and wastewater drainage from 
02.04 – 07.07.24 

29.07.24 9.00 IONOS Auto card - Additional monthly security for 5 email addresses 

31.07.24 33.48 Vodafone Direct Debit - Village Hall Broadband 

05.08.24 3.60 IONOS Auto card – monthly Email fee 

06.08.24 282.65 NEST Direct Debit - Clerk’s pension for July 

 £537.21   

 
Payments to the Barclays Community Account 

Date Amount 
£ 

Payee Description 

17.07.24 1.00 Durbans Road Resident Peppercorn Rent 

26.07.24 2,199.00 CDC Donation towards public toilets less £1 purchase price 

 £2,200.00   

 
Payments to the Barclays Community Account 

Date Amount 
£ 

From To 

06.08.24 5,000.00 Barclays Deposit Account Barclays Community Account 

 £5,000.00   

 
9. Other Reports: 
 

a. Health & Safety:  

• Friday Evening Cricket Parking:  
The Clerk had received two complaints following the evening on Friday 26th July: 
o One driver had struggled to get down Kirdford Road and had received abuse from 

an oncoming driver. He also commented on the litter evident in the playground on 
Saturday morning.  

o Another resident had witnessed a driver move the no parking cones and park, 
restricting access into Butts Meadow.  

o Having been in communication with the Cricket Club Chairman to open the cone 
shed, SW understood that the sessions had now stopped for this summer. She 
advised revisiting this issue before next summer to ensure that WGS purchased 
their own cones. Stable Field was not being used, so additional signage and a 
marshal at the Butts Meadow entrance was required to move cars on. 

• Path Repairs: AJ highlighted a loose stone on the path from Newpound Lane to the 
Cricketers Arms. The Clerk advised that after many attempts to find a contractor, a 
resident would hopefully be available after the summer to address all paths. 
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10. Any Other Matters to Report: 
There were no further matters to report. 
 

11. Date of Next Meeting: 
Planning Committee  - Tuesday 20th August 2024 at 8.00 pm (only if required) 
 - Tuesday 3rd September 2024 at 8.00 pm (only if required) 
Parish Council Meeting  - Tuesday 17th September 2024 at 7.45 pm 
 -  Tuesday 17th or Wednesday 18th September with the Pavilion  
  Trustees at 7.45 pm 
 

 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.40 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed by the Chairman:  ………………………………………………………… Dated:   ……………………………. 
 


