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     MINUTES OF THE 
   PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DRAFT MINUTES TO BE AGREED ON TUESDAY 18TH FEBRUARY 2025 
 
Date: Tuesday 21st January 2025 
 
Present: Mr A Burbridge (AB), Mr P Drummond (PD) (Chairman), Mr D Hall (DH),  

Mr A Jackson (AJ), Mr H True (HT), Mrs S Winship (SW), Mr M Watson (MW) 
Mr T Worrall (TW) 

 
In Attendance: Mrs L Davies, Parish Council Clerk  
    
Members of Public:  None 

 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.45 pm and welcomed everyone.  
 
1. Apologies for Absence: 

All members were in attendance. 
 
2. Declaration of Members’ Interests: 

No interests were declared. 
 
3. Minutes of the Last Meeting: 

The Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 3rd December 2024 were approved as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman 

 
4. Minutes of the Last Planning Committee Meeting: 

The Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 7th January 2025 were approved as a correct 
record by attending members and signed by the Chairman. 

 
5. District/County Councillor Updates: 
 

County Councillor: Cllr Duncton was in attendance from 7.40 pm until 8.00 pm. Her report was 
circulated at the beginning of the year, summarised below: 
- Devolution: In broad terms, the Government was bringing in devolution and Councils 

needed to submit plans for Strategic or Unitary Governance.  The County Cabinet met on 9th 
January to agree its submission to the Government on 10th January.  

- The West Sussex Fire and Rescue Service:  Open for applications for full time employment. 
- Highways: Actively repairing and gritting roads. 
- South Downs National Park: The new Chief Executive was in place. Cllr Duncton had every 

confidence in him. A small grant fund was available to support litter picking. 
 

Cllr Duncton gave further explanation to the Government’s Devolution White Paper and the 
agreed proposal to create a Strategic Area with a mayor for West Sussex, East Sussex and 
Brighton and Hove combined. It was unfortunately complicated further with the South Downs 
National Parking extending for 100 miles through Sussex. Parish Councils would not be affected 
although it was possible that additional duties would be undertaken by parishes. She also 
wanted to squash rumours that West Sussex County Council (WSCC) had cancelled this year’s 
elections in May. She explained that only the Government had the power to do so and was 
required so that the election period of purdah did not stop devolution consultations. 
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TW raised the condition of the road surface on the A272, Petworth Road by Great Meadow. 
Large and deep potholes had appeared which were incredibly dangerous to unknowing 
motorists especially in the dark. AB concurred and provided details of the substandard repairs. 
He again highlighted to Cllr Duncton that there was a spring in the area and until this and the 
subbase were addressed, the potholes would continue to appear. Members were concerned that 
an accident could be caused, and WSCC Highways appeared not to be taking this matter 
seriously; the Parish Council had raised it on many occasions. Cllr Duncton acknowledged the 
concerns and agreed to report to the Highways Officer. 

 
District Councillor: A report had been circulated in advance of the meeting, summarised below. 
Cllrs Evans and Todhunter had sent their apologies as they were attending a Chichester District 
Council (CDC) meeting. 
 
Local Updates 
 
- Lagoon 3: The owner of Lagoon 3 has withdrawn the appeal against his conviction for failing 

to comply with the Council’s enforcement notice. Working closely with officers to 
understand what the next steps are to pursue the removal of the lagoon. 

- Loxwood Shop: Construction of the retail unit at Nursery Green continues and in November 
the shop owner submitted a licencing application to CDC. 

- Planning and Environmental Health: In touch with several residents across the ward who 
reported Planning Enforcement or Environmental Health issues.  

 
CDC Wide Updates 
- Local Plan and revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF): A full report on the 

December 2024 changes to the NPPF is due to be presented to the Development Planning 
and Infrastructure Panel on 21st January. Officers are hopeful that there will be no impact to 
the emerging Local Plan, although await the Inspectors’ definitive comments. 

- Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation:  In December the government published 
a paper outlining plans for both devolution and the reorganisation of local government. This 
will introduce Strategic Authorities with an elected mayor across England, so that 
Government can hand more powers down from Whitehall. Separately the Government 
wants all areas to have unitary councils across with each serving a minimum of 500,000 
residents. West Sussex covers a total population of 900,000, so, the government could 
decide to create one or two unitary authorities within our area. This would mean all of the 
existing District/Borough and County councils merging into the new unitary council (or 
councils). Parish Councils would not be affected. It is very early days, but we will keep you 
informed of any progress.  

 
Surgeries 
Cllr. Gareth Evans is available to meet residents face to face via one of his regular surgeries, at 
the following venues: 

 
Saturday 25th January, Plaistow Stores, Plaistow, 12 to 2pm 
Saturday 8th February, Stag Inn, Ebernoe, 12 to 2pm 
Saturday 1st March, Old Mill Café, Wisborough Green, 12 to 2pm 
Saturday 15th March, Northchapel Club, Northchapel, 12 to 2pm  
 
Contact Details: 
Cllr. Gareth Evans, email: gbevans@chichester.gov.uk or telephone 07958 918056 
Cllr. Charles Todhunter, email ctodhunter@chichester.gov.uk or telephone 07500 577 777 
 

6. Public Questions:  
There were no members of public present. 

mailto:gbevans@chichester.gov.uk
mailto:ctodhunter@chichester.gov.uk
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7. Finance: 
 

a. Bank Reconciliation: HT confirmed that he had checked and agreed the bank reconciliations 
for all the Parish Council’s accounts for the month ending 31st December 2024. 
 

b. Pavilion Lease Legal Invoice: An invoice had been received from Wellers for the lease 
prepared by the first solicitor, which the second solicitor had advised was inappropriate. 
Members agreed that the Parish Council should challenge this invoice, delegated to the 
Clerk and Chairman. 
 

c. Accounts for Payment: 
The Clerk displayed the Payment List for January 2025 that was approved. To be paid on 21st 
January 2025 unless stated otherwise. 

 
Online payments for the Barclays Community Account 

Payee Amount Description 

18th December 2024 
WG Gardencare 

96.99 Generator servicing 

Beechdown Arboriculture Ltd 432.00 Tree inspection with resistograph and report 

Mr P Killingbeck 17.00 Halyard for flagpole 
(Initial payment on 03.12.24 failed) 

21st January 2025 
Wetton Cleaning Services 

870.47 Public toilets daily cleaning for December & water test 

West Sussex County Council 2,803.56 Clerk’s salary and oncosts for December and 
backdated pay increase from April 2024 

April Skies Accounting Ltd 198.30 Interim internal audit for year end March 2025 

Mrs L N Davies 25.00 Payment for Songhurst Meadow roadside hedge 
cutting 

 £4,443.32  

 
Payments from the Barclays Community Account 

Date Amount 
£ 

Payee Description 

04.12.24 28.32 IONOS Auto Debit Card – annual additional domain, monthly 
email fee & extra security 

06.12.24 282.65 NEST Direct Debit – Clerk’s pension - November 

16.12.24 70.56 JRB Enterprise Debit Card – dog waste bags 

18.12.24 38.27 EDF Energy  Direct Debit – Public toilets electricity – 01 – 30 Nov 
2024 

23.12.24 19.24 IONOS Auto Debit Card – Monthly website fee & support 

24.12.24 11.99 HP Instant Ink Auto Debit Card - Printer ink replacement 

02.01.25 33.48 Vodaphone Direct Debit – Monthly Village Hall Broadband 

03.01.25 12.60 IONOS Auto Debit Card – monthly email fee & extra security 

06.01.25 364.19 NEST Direct Debit – Clerk’s pension - December 

10.01.25 155.00 Business Stream Direct Debit – public toilets water 

14.01.25 196.13 Business Stream Direct Debit – allotment site water 

20.01.25 19.24 IONOS Auto Debit Card – Monthly website fee & support 

 £1,231.67   

 
 
 
 
 



Page 94 
WGPC Meeting Minutes 
21st January 2025 

Payments to the Barclays Community Account 

Date Amount 
£ 

Payee Description 

23.12.24 50.00 WG School PTA Donation to public toilet cleaning for school 
fair in June 2024 

13.01.25 22,841.25 West Sussex County Council Operation Watershed Funding 

14.01.25 2,344.72 HMRC VAT Refund 01.10.24 – 31.12.24 

 £25,235.97   

 
Bank Transfers 

Date Amount 
£ 

From To 

17.12.24 10,000.00 Barclays Reserve Account Barclays Community Account 

18.12.24 1.00 Barclays Community Account New Redwood 35-day account (test 
payment) 

19.12.24 9,999.00 Barclays Community Account New Redwood 35-day account (balance) 

14.01.25 9,000.00 Natwest Reserve Account Natwest Current Account 

21.01.25 10,000.00 Natwest Current Account Barclays Current Account 

 £39,000.00   

 
d. Monthly Financial Statement: The statement was circulated in advance of the meeting and 

displayed. There were no significant variances to report and no further questions. The Clerk 
highlighted the £50 donation towards the public toilet cleaning from Wisborough Green 
School PTA, received with thanks.  
 

e. Key Worker Insurance: The Parish Council’s insurance company had confirmed that the 
insurance cover was standard and could not be increased. After further discussion relating to 
salary savings and Statutory Sick Pay, members accepted the current level. 
 

f. Redwood Bank 35-day Notice Account: The Clerk confirmed that the account was opened in 
December. It was limited to five signatories, being PD, SW, AJ, MW and the Clerk. Any 
withdrawals would go directly to the Barclays Community Account which had a two-
signature approval for withdrawals. As Operation Watershed funding had been received but 
the project delayed, it was agreed that a further £25,000 should be invested in this 
account, taking the total to £35,000. Notice to withdraw would be made in May, if 
required. Increasing the balance further to be considered after the year-end. 
 

g. Cambridge & Counties 1-year Fixed Rate Bond: The bond had recently matured and the 
£30,000 reinvested into a further 1-year bond at 4.50% interest. 
 

h. Barclays Bank Accounts: The Clerk advised that as requested, the mandate had been 
changed to include TW and AB as signatories on the account, along with PD, AJ and the 
Clerk. 
 

i. Interim Audit: The report for the audit undertaken on 15th January 2025 was circulated; no 
actions were identified. The final audit was scheduled for 9th April 2025. The auditor was 
pleased that the Council had budgeted to change to a proprietary Parish Council accounting 
system. 

 
8. 2025/2026 Budget: 

a. Grass Cutting Contracts for the 2025 Season: The Clerk gave explanation to the amended 
specification for Songhurst Meadow and highlighted that the tender process would be 
undertaken again in the autumn. She suggested that the specifications be reviewed after 
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this year and future contracts be for a 3-year term.  
Members agreed to this suggestion and resolved to accept the quotations from: 
Sussex Land Services - the Green and verges, as last year, for £5,375 (plus VAT). 
JWS Landscapes – Songhurst Meadow with increased cutting, for £3,610 (no VAT). 
T Stride – Songhurst Meadow road verges for £967.50 (no VAT). 
 

b. Public Toilet Cleaning Contract for 2025/2026: Members resolved to accept the quotation 
from the existing contractor, Wetton Cleaning Services Ltd, for £786.22 per calendar 
month/£9,434.64 for the year, including the water test (plus VAT). Clerk to enquire if a 3-
year term contract would reduce the cost. 
 

c. Public Toilets Handwash: The facilities had Wallgate units which provided soap, water and 
air drying. They were relatively new, updated by CDC within the last 10 years. The units had 
been under CDC’s maintenance contract which expired in the autumn, the last service 
undertaken on 27th August 2024. The Clerk provide details of the maintenance contract 
which included servicing the units twice per year and offered breakdown cover. The 
company only offered a service contract and did not respond to breakdowns only. 
Members agreed that until the facilities were upgraded, the units would need to be 
retained and resolved to enter into a service contract with Wallgate for the next 3 years 
at a cost of £864.50 per year for the two units. Members noted that the first payment 
would be before the year end and therefore the public toilet costs would be over budget 
this year. 

 

d. Tree Maintenance Work: The latest inspection report had been circulated. It identified that 
two large trees, at the bottom of Butts Meadow and by the Public Toilets, were declining 
and had a limited life. Members agreed that both trees should be removed, with the 
addition of stump grinding; at the bottom of Butts Meadow in this financial year (budget 
provision made) and the second next autumn with replacement at both locations. 
Members to consider the replacement species next autumn. Budget provision to be 
made. 

 
8.40 pm – HT left the meeting to change his hearing aid batteries. 
 

e. 2025/2026 Budget Preparation:  The budget had initially been considered by the Finance 
Committee and by full Council in November. The revised budget was circulated in advance 
of the meeting and displayed. The Clerk gave explanation to the current budget and 
anticipated year end position. The income and expenditure calculations for the 2025/2026 
budget and budget headings were reviewed. Explanation was given to Section 137 with the 
amount payable per elector being £10.81 for financial year 2024/2025. Members 
considered the budget’s impact on the Precept and resolved: 
 

- Legal & Professional Fees: To include a budget of £2,000. 
- Green Maintenance: AB confirmed that the £4,000, plus £500 for drainage 

maintenance, was appropriate. 
- Neighbourhood Plan: As available grant funding had been expended by the review 

process to date, members agreed the budget, in additional to the reserve, to ensure 
that sufficient funds allowed the process to be completed. 

- Other Projects: Agreed with the inclusion of a provision for VE/VJ Day 
commemorations. 

- Paths & Road Projects: Provision for repair of the top section of Harsfold Lane in 2026 
to be increased to £7,000. 

- To increase the Precept from £85,000 to £89,000 to cover increasing costs. It was 
noted that the Tax Base had increased from 793.1 to 831.1. Although the Precept had 
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increased by 4.71%, with the Tax Base increase this equated to a 0.08% decrease for a 
Band D property, and no increase for other Bands. 

- Reserve transfers and allocations for the current year to be reviewed after the year 
end. 

- An explanation article for the newsletter to be prepared; details were discussed and 
recorded by the Clerk. 

 
8.48 pm – HT returned to the meeting. 
 
9. Report on on-going matters: 

 
a. Gatwick Airport:  

• For the past 10 years, PD had taken the lead and been involved in providing updates 
to the Parish Council and submitting consultation responses. He admitted that his 
interest was now waning. The Gatwick Area Conservation Campaign (GACC) had new 
management who were excellent. He was joint lead of the Association of Parish 
Councils Aviation Group (APCAG), which was not a campaign group, but a group 
formed to disseminate information to Parish Councils. Mr Ian Hare, from Pulborough, 
was the primary driver. It was now incredibly technical and with him leaving the Parish 
Council shortly, fresh interest was required. He would continue to monitor 
consultations, but a new liaison was required and asked all members to give this role 
further consideration. 

• The decision on the Development Consent Order (DCO) for the creation of the second 
runway was anticipated shortly. Although the DCO was not a Government decision per 
se it was likely that recent Government announcements indicated that the decision, 
and also a third runway at Heathrow, would be taken by them.  
 

b. Traffic Management: 
- Durbans Road Speed Reduction: WSCC would shortly be advertising the proposal to 

introduce a permanent speed limit reduction, from 40 to 30 mph.  As this was a Parish 
Council application, with support demonstrated by affected residents, no further 
response was required. 

- School Crossing Concerns: WSCC had undertaken an assessment which involved 
counting children crossing and traffic passing the crossing point from 8.00 to 9.00 am. 
They followed the Road Safety Great Britian guidance which set the national criteria 
and the assessment did not meet the funding requirement for a School Crossing Patrol 
to be provided by WSCC. The Clerk had arranged a meeting with a Highway’s Officer on 
18th February to discuss signage to delineate the crossing and whether other options 
could be considered; the school had been informed. Members expressed concern that 
near accidents had occurred and the matter needed serious consideration, noting that 
signage might still be missed by motorists. SW advised that the school was already 
struggling with volunteer help as many parents now worked so it was unlikely that a 
volunteer patrol would be found. To be given further thought at the next meeting. SW 
and TW to have a meeting with the new Headteacher once more information was 
known. 

- B2133 Traffic Speed: To be discussed with the Highway’s Officer on 18th February. 
- Double Yellow Lines- Butts Meadow and Kirdford Road: To be discussed with the 

Highway’s Officer on 18th February. 
- Seaford College School Bus: Concern about the safety of car movements, at the coach 

pick up from the shop layby, had been sent to the school. The school had appraised 
parents of the concerns, discussed with the coach operator and given assurance that 
they would continue to monitor the stop going forward, with someone observing the 
stop most mornings. 
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c. Pavilion Maintenance: 

Fire Risk Assessment & Schedule of Dilapidations (SoD): MW reported that on Friday 17th 
January 2025 he had again met the Wisborough Green Sports (WGS) representative 
scheduling and supervising the maintenance work; it was 2 months since their last 
meeting. MW had hoped more would have been achieved and was frustrated that the 
WGS representative appeared not to be receiving the support or financial backing to get 
the work done quickly. The Asbestos Management Survey was dated 26th November 2024, 
but MW had only just received a copy after chasing it; he had yet to review it. MW was 
concerned that unless the Parish Council provided a deadline for completion of the work to 
address Health & Safety concerns, this situation would continue for some time to come. 
There were recommendations in the Electrical Installation Condition Report and Fire Risk 
Assessment which needed to be signed off for the appropriate certification. Members 
agreed that: 

• WGS to be given the deadline of the next Parish Council meeting on 18th February 
to complete all the Health & Safety related items, as identified by MW, and 
provide a progress update on the remaining items within the Schedule of 
Dilapidations. MW to review progress. 

• The Parish Council would review MW’s report at this meeting and determine if 
sanctions should be introduced. 

• MW to circulate the Asbestos Report and updated Schedule of Dilapidations 
Progress Report to all members. 

• Response to WGS delegated to MW, PD and the Clerk. 
 

d. Tree Inspection Report: 
The tree inspection undertaken in September 2024 identified the maintenance work 
required and the micro-drill assessments undertaken in November 2024 confirmed the 
decline of two Horse Chestnut Trees. The Clerk had approached three tree surgeons to 
undertake the work and received one quotation; the others declined to quote. As this 
work was now urgent, members approved the expenditure of £950 for the general 
maintenance and £980 for the tree removal, noting that the stump grinding was an 
additional charge included in next year’s budget. The Clerk advised that this was in line 
with previous expenditure. The removal of the second tree by the public toilets was not 
urgent and would be planned for autumn 2025. 
 

e. Remmus Homes Development – CDC Street Naming Consultation: 
CDC had initially requested two names for the one development of 8 houses. This was 
challenged as members foresaw future confusion with deliveries and an appeal was made 
through the District Councillors. CDC had now accepted a single name: Barnfield Shaw. 
Members were pleased that CDC had seen sense and agreed that the open space area 
would be known as Stable Field. 
 

f. UK and Ukraine Friendship Flag: 
Members were extremely disappointed to hear that it appeared that someone had 
removed the flag from the flagpole; the halyard was loose and retrieved from the nearby 
tree. Members agreed that it should be replaced, at a cost of about £35, and asked the 
Clerk to speak to the flag-raiser about locking the halyard.  
 

g. Clerk’s Update 
- Council membership: There had been two expressions of interest but only one 

application form received. The Chairman advised that he had left a detailed message 
for the applicant but no response to date. Members were asked to make approaches. 
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- School Road Operation Watershed application: Due to the water leak and saturated 
ground, the project had been deferred to May. The Clerk was seeking WSCC’s help 
with the water leak; AB offered his help as he had a leak detection device. 

- West road planters: The carpenter had been unwell so was behind with work but the 
construction was now scheduled for February. 

- Public toilets: The facilities had been fitted with a smart meter which appeared to 
work; it would submit a monthly reading. 

- Developer signs in the Conservation Area: Yellow directional signs appeared in the 
village centre in December. The Clerk had contacted WSCC; the signs were on Parish 
Council land and no request or consultation had been received. No response to date. 

- School Road footpath hedge: The Clerk had spoken to a resident regarding an 
overgrown hedge. He would also discuss with his neighbour. The Clerk would follow 
up. 

- Billingshurst Road pavement and road edge: Having reported to CDC, the pavement 
had been cleared but the soil at the road edge remained. The Clerk would monitor and 
make a further request for road sweeping when the weather improved. 

- Highway sign cleaning: No response from WSCC about a contractor authorised to work 
on the highway; the Clerk to pursue. 

- Byelaws application: The application was work in progress. 
- Data Protection: Members agreed to review the training video. Clerk to circulate. 
- Other matters to report since the publication of the agenda 

• Newpound Lane road gullies: AJ reported to the Clerk that the road gullies had 
been cleared but one was missed as it was not identified on the operative’s 
system. A map had now been obtained which AJ would review and update. 

• Vodafone contract: Due for renewal at the end of the month. Members provided 
guidance to the Clerk for confirmation at the next meeting. 

• March Newsletter: Members to give thought to items for inclusion and forward 
to the Clerk. To be distributed with the March Ad Vincula therefore printed 
shortly after the next meeting. 

 
10. New Items for Discussion: 
 

a. Annual Risk Assessments/Inspections:  
It was agreed that the assessments would be completed as detailed below and by the 
end of February for discussion at the March meeting. Clerk to issue the necessary 
paperwork. 
 

Assessment Inspection By 

Village Green & Conservation Area SW 

Allotments Clerk 

Village Pond HT 

Village Hall Car Park HT 

Village Playground MW 

Village Objects TW 

Benches PD / Clerk 

Public Toilets AJ 

Parish Council Paths AJ 

Songhurst Meadow DH 

 
b. Path Maintenance 

The Clerk advised that she had struggled to find a contractor to undertake the required 
repairs, having walked the route several times with quotations not forthcoming. She 
provided details of her most recent approach. Members resolved to accept this 
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expenditure at a day-rate of £250 plus £25 materials (plus VAT), authorising expenditure 
up to £600. 

 
c. Duck House 

Members approved expenditure of up to £200 for it to be cleaned and a new base 
installed. PD suggested that the base should be Accoya which was waterproof and would 
provide longevity. 
 

d. Northern Parishes Meeting 
Members agreed that it would be useful to hold a catch-up meeting especially when the 
outcome of the Local Plan examination was known and with the Devolution proposals. 
Clerk to contact the other Councils and circulate details in due course. 
 

e. Annual Parish Meeting 
Scheduled for Wednesday 23rd April. Members agreed to consider the format to 
encourage public attendance for confirmation at the next meeting. 

 
11. Correspondence: 

 
A list detailing the correspondence and updates received since the last meeting was circulated 
and displayed. Members were reminded to request any information of interest if it had not 
been circulated. 
 

Correspondence – Details of emails and letters received 

Rural Services Network – The Rural Bulletin. 

WSCC Waste Prevention Fund - launching in partnership with Biffa, the Waste Prevention Community 
Grant Fund, applications open on 13 January 2025. Will provide grants of up to £5,000 to support 
projects that empower local communities to tackle waste and promote sustainability, ultimately 
reducing household waste.  

Open Space Society – November newsletter. 

CDC – communications team trying to expand key stakeholder list for engagement; to create list of 
local groups. Believe list already extensive but welcome suggestions. 

Plaistow & Ifold Parish Council – notification that Crouchlands Appeal has been dismissed. Decision 
notice circulated. 

CPRE – Results of Sewerage Survey. 

Rural Services Network – The Rural Bulletin. 

SDNPA - works in partnership with Hampshire County Council, Portsmouth City Council, Southampton 
City Council and the New Forest National Park Authority on minerals and waste planning policy 
matters for the part of the South Downs National Park within Hampshire.  Working to produce a 
partial update to the Hampshire Minerals and Waste Plan (HMWP) up until 2040. Compiled 
documents now available to view. 

Newpound Lane resident – enquiring if the Parish Council was actively communicating with 
OpenReach to try and ascertain FTTP. Replied quoting newsletter update. 

SALC – Winter Newsletter – circulated. 

Rural Services Network – The Rural Bulletin. 

SDNPA – Holding a briefing for West Sussex on 2 key documents: Partnership Management Plan 
engagement and Local Plan Review Regulation 18 Consultation. Wednesday 22nd January, Memorial 
Hall, South Downs Centre, Midhurst from 4 to 6 pm. Dr Sutcliffe, Parishes Wildlife Group, has kindly 
agreed to attend and update the Parish Council as necessary. 
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NALC – Chief Executive Bulletin and Open letter to Town & Parish Councils – circulated. 

SDNPA – South Downs News – December 2024. 

Rural Services Network – The Rural Bulletin. 

Gatwick Airport Community Team – Gatwick December News.  

WSALC – publication of draft Transport Strategy Consultation – strategy sets out vision for the SE, 
detailing plans to improve the transport system to grow economy, better connect communities and 
reach net zero in the decades to come. Deadline 7th March 2025.  

WSCC - currently consulting on a new West Sussex Road Safety Strategy. Consultation closes 2nd Feb 
2025.  

WSALC - Join the Eden Project, the organisation behind The Big Lunch campaign, for a lunchtime 
webinar on Thursday 30 January at 12pm to explore how The Big Lunch can help councils and housing 
associations support safer, healthier and more cohesive communities.  

Southern Water - Water industry regulator Ofwat has today published its Final Determination on all 
companies’ investment plans for 2025-30. Ofwat’s publication sets out how much water companies 
can invest in their networks over the next five years – and how they should set customer bills to 
support that activity. Teams now reviewing. Will say more in due course. 

Cllr Duncton’s update – circulated. 

WSALC – training available in 2025. Circulated. 

Kirdford Road Resident – several emails concerning the planned road closure and access to the village. 
Provided information and copied to Cllr Duncton for input. 

WG Primary School – writing to thank for putting the one-way system reminder onto the village 
Facebook page and to advise that the new headteacher has joined the school, Miss Philippa Croucher. 

Rural Services Network – The Rural Bulletin. 

WSALC – Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government (MHCLG) recently issued a local 
government standards consultation on Strengthening the Standards and Framework for local 
authorities. NALC has published a survey. 

National Grid - upcoming works on the National Grid being undertaken over this year as part of the 
Lovedean to Bolney Overhead Line Refurbishment. Worked is planned to be completed in November 
2025. Include details in the next newsletter. 

Fishers Farm – copied in on a response to a neighbour regarding discussion at the PC meeting and 
giving further explanation to the need for the new exit. Would be pleased to show any neighbours, 
Parish Councllors or indeed anyone who may be interested in the new building nearing completion, 
the layout of the proposed exit and the Pod accommodation. 

The Sussex Heart Charity is proud to announce the launch of ‘Rescue Ready’, an exciting new project 
that supplies free AED/CPR awareness sessions to local community groups across the whole of Sussex.  
Clerk to enquire to see if a session could be organised in the village. 

Rural Services Network – The Rural Bulletin. 

GACC – response to the Secretary of State’s request for comments in her letter to interested parties – 
circulated. 

SDNPA – Winter planning newsletter – circulated. 

SDNPA - opened the call for projects for the 2024/25 round of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
funding. Submission of Expressions of Interest will be open from 16th January 2025 until 25th April 
2025.  

Southern Water - Changes to Southern Water's surface water management policy – circulated. 

NALC – notification of publication of Good Councillor’s Guide to Finance – Clerk to circulate when link 
provided. 

WGS Chairman - WG Sports paid for the Water Neutrality survey for the planning permission. WGS 
considered this part of the development process and that it may be paid for with CIL money. 
Requesting Parish Council consideration. 
Advised that CDC would need to confirm CIL eligibility and that consideration for approval would be 
included at the February meeting. 
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SDNPA –Local Plan is being reviewed to ensure it is up-to-date and addresses important issues such as 
nature recovery, climate change, affordable housing and helping local communities thrive. 
Consultation of the Local Plan Review starts on 20 January and will run until 17 March.  

CDC - launched ‘Let’s Talk: Housing’ public consultation. Inviting people to have their say on the aims 
and actions that we’re looking to include in our new Housing, Homelessness and Rough Sleeping 
Strategy for the period 2025-2030. The consultation will run until 3 March, and publicity encouraged. 

Rural Services Network – The Rural Bulletin. 

Save Our South Coast Alliance – In touch last year to warn of Southern Water’s intensions over 
Portsmouth Water’s Havant Thicket Reservoir; filled with clean water from springs but Southern 
Water now intend to fill with their recycled effluent from Budds Farm Treatment Works. Consultation 
over the Christmas period. SOSCA submitted an objection to Ofwat’s Gate 3 draft decision on funding 
this project; objection letter provided. 

SW highlighted that she has received a parking complaint letter with photographs from a Durbans 
Road resident; the car was parked on the double yellow lines. It was noted that this was a CDC 
responsibility; Clerk to forward. 

 
12. Planning 

 
a. New Planning Applications: There were no planning applications to review. 

 
b. Enforcement Updates by CDC:  

• Hoelands, Billingshurst Road: The garden building was permitted development. 

• Field east of Park Hill, Durbans Road: The Shepherd’s hut was being moved and if no 
action had been taken by the owners by the end of January 2025, then the officer would 
look to serve an enforcement notice. 

• Northlands Farm, Newpound: A retrospective application for the garage conversion had 
been submitted but there was an outstanding matter for the applicant to address 
before it was validated. 

• Farm Shop, The Wharf: A retrospective planning application would be submitted to 
retain the building with amendments to reduce its dominance on the existing brick 
building. 

• Fishers Farm Park:  A retrospective planning application would be submitted for the 
glamping pods. 

• Jays Barn, Newpound Lane: An investigation into the new outbuilding had been opened. 
  

c. Tanglewood Nursery: CDC had advised that the Council was in the process of instructing an 
Independent Viability Assessment to assess the applicant’s position regarding the 
affordable housing provision, in accordance with point 4 of Policy 34 of the Chichester Local 
Plan. 

 
13. Other Reports: 
 

a. Village Hall:  

• Fire Risk Assessment: This had recently been undertaken although the report not 
received to date. Verbal feedback suggested that the main recommendation related to 
an improved fire alarm system for overnight accommodation. 

• Building Insurance: The Clerk confirmed renewal for this year, and that it did cover site 
clearance. A re-valuation for insurance purposes was being undertaken. 

• Annual General Meeting: A reminder – to be held on Wednesday 5th February at 8 pm. 
 

b. The Green:  

• Car Damage: PCSO Ford advised that there had been no formal identification of the 
culprits. Although there were rumours and hearsay evidence there was nothing that 
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could be actioned. Patrols have visited the village. The weather had played a significant 
part in a reduction of anti-social behaviour. 

• Green Coordination Group Meeting: The Clerk would organise for early March. 
 

c. Health & Safety:  HT highlighted the playground fence. The Clerk advised that she was 
monitoring on a weekly basis and it did not pose as a concern, however, replacement posts 
would be required in the future. The were no other matters raised. 

 
d. Chichester District Association of Local Councils (CDALC) Meeting: PD, SW and the Clerk 

attended the online meeting on 24th January 2025. It was a useful meeting which covered 
devolution, planning and local updates. 
 

e. West Sussex Association of Local Councils (WSALC) Clerk’s Zoom Forum: The Clerk attended 
the meeting on 16th January. It was a useful meeting which covered: 

• Devolution: implications for Parish Councils and also Emergency Plans. 

• Planning: National Planning Policy Framework changes and implications for 
Neighbourhood Plans. WSALC had commissioned a report on the changes and 
implications which would be circulated. 

• Remote Meetings: Looking likely that remote meetings would be allowed with Parish 
Council’s determining local policy. 

• Policing: Sussex Police was the lowest funded force n the UK. Change in structure of 
focus groups and WSALC could raise issues if required. 

• WSALC Structural Changes. 

• 80th Anniversary of Victory in Europe (VE) and Victory over Japan (VJ) in 2025; 
consideration of commemoration events. 

 
14. Any Other Matters to Report:  

 
a. TW reported that the street sign for Glebe Way had broken off; the Clerk to report to CDC. 
b. TW also commented that a guided walk around the village, with a promotional display 

board, would be desirable. The Clerk advised that the History Society was giving this 
consideration; a guided walk leaflet was being prepared as the first stage. 

 
15. Date of Next Meeting: 

Planning Committee – Tuesday 4th February 2025 at 8.00 pm (only if required)  
Parish Council Meeting – Tuesday 18th February 2025 at 7.45 pm. 

 
10.19 pm - The Chairman closed the first part of the meeting. 
 
16. Pavilion Lease:  

 
Members resolved under Section 1(2) the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, and 
pursuant to Standing Orders (3d), to exclude the press and public due to the confidential nature 
of the business to be discussed. 

 
AJ gave explanation to Lease discussions with Wisborough Green Sports (WGS) to date and that 
WGS had requested that a member of the Council was not involved in discussion. Full 
explanation of an historic accusation and why it would preclude the Councillor had not been 
made clear. The Councillor was present and explained the circumstances to which WGS was 
referring when he was a member of the Club and not the Parish Council.  He questioned why 
this would preclude him from the discussions.  
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Members discussed in detail and agreed that WGS Trustees to be given three options to meet to 
pursue the new Lease discussion:  

• With the original team, including the Councillor concerned. 

• With one Councillor speaking with the WGS member who had offered legal guidance. 

• With the full Council. 
 

Response delegated to the Chairman, Clerk and AJ. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.40 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed by the Chairman:  ………………………………………………………… Dated:   ……………………………. 
 


