&% MINUTES OF THE

WISBOROUGH GREEN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

PARISH COUNCIL

DRAFT MINUTES TO BE AGREED ON 15™ APRIL 2025

Date: Tuesday 18" March 2025

Present: Mr A Burbridge (AB), Mr P Drummond (PD) (Chairman), Mr D Hall (DH),
Mr A Jackson (AJ), Mrs S Winship (SW), Mr T Worrall (TW)

Apologies: Mr H True (HT), Mr M Watson (MW)
In Attendance: Mrs L Davies, Parish Council Clerk
County ClIr J Duncton
District Cllrs G Evans and C Todhunter
Members of Public: None
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.45 pm and welcomed everyone. The Chairman
acknowledged the passing of Mr Robert Armistead who was on the Parish Council for many years

and Chairman until 2009. He was a great servant of the village and would be sadly missed.

1. Apologies for Absence:
Apologies were received and accepted from Mr True and Mr Watson.

2. Declaration of Members’ Interests:
No interests were declared.

3. Minutes of the Last Meeting:
The Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 18" February 2025 were approved as a correct
record and signed by the Chairman.

4. Minutes of the Last Planning Committee Meeting:
The Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 4™ March 2025 were approved as a correct record
and signed by the Chairman.

5. District/County Councillor Updates:

District Councillors: A report had been circulated in advance of the meeting, summarised below.
Clir Todhunter was in attendance from 7.45 until 8.30 pm, and ClIr Evans from 7.53 until 8.30
pm.

Local Updates
- Land at Loxwood House, Loxwood: Residents raised concerns about vegetation clearance;

Chichester District Council (CDC) advised that it was not a breach of planning. If a planning
application was submitted, aerial mapping would be used to determine the biodiversity gain
required.

- Lagoon 3, Crouchlands Farm: CDC Officers continue to work on the plan and would provide
further information soon.
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CDC Wide Updates

- Budget Meeting: At the Full Council Budget meeting on Tuesday 25" February the budget
was agreed for the forthcoming year. A 2.99% Council Tax rise was agreed for 2025 to 2026
to protect vital services across the District, but CDC continued to be one of the lowest
charging authorities in the area. The Council remained financially stable, debt-free and
financial resources were strong.

- Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation: The government announced that the bid
to create a new strategic authority covering Sussex has been approved. The area had now
been placed on the government’s fast-track devolution programme. This meant that
shadow elections for the new unitary authorities will take place in May 2027 and all existing
councils would transfer to the new unitary authorities on 1°* April 2028, whilst the mayoral
elections would take place in 2026.

Contact Details:
Cllr. Gareth Evans, email: gbevans@chichester.gov.uk or telephone 07958 918056
Clr. Charles Todhunter, email ctodhunter@chichester.gov.uk or telephone 07500 577 777

AB expressed strong criticism of the CDC Planning Department for its failure to determine the
Pavilion planning application, describing the delay as frustrating and unacceptable for those
involved in the project. He questioned how civil servants could be held accountable for not
delivering the required service. Many submitted reports were now out of date, and he suggested
that any further necessary reports should be funded by CDC. While he acknowledged that water
neutrality had contributed to the delay, he argued that CDC’s poor performance had led to
further consequences for the project and called for a refund of the planning fee. Given the
prolonged delay, he accepted that the village situation had changed, not least that the current
building required maintenance, and that a further community consultation would now be
necessary. He emphasised the need for immediate action.

Clir Todhunter advised that a review of the Planning Department had recently been undertaken,
and changes would be implemented. He would raise with the Head of Planning as there was
another local application in a similar situation. He would ascertain what was now causing the
delay.

County Councillor: Cllr Duncton was in attendance from 7.45 until 7.55 pm. Her report was

circulated in advance of the meeting, summarised below:

- Devolution: County applied to be accepted into the Government’s priority group as more
finance would be made available for infrastructure projects and it allowed the County to
make its own decision on the size and structure.

- Unitary Authorities: The current local authorities were working together to determine the
future structure.

- OFSTED Inspections: Schools that had recently undergone the inspection were all judged as
Good.

- Primary Schools in the Area: Petworth has an amazing small farm with the children helping
with goats, sheep and chickens. All six schools are Forrest Schools so the children are
involved with nature.

- Fire and Rescue: Continues to improve and a recent Scrutiny Committee judgement of 30
measures gave 26 Green, 2 Amber and 2 Red. The Amber judgements were very close to
being Green, one at 99.7% and the other at 97.7%. Retained Firefighters were still required;
further details on the West Sussex County Council (WSCC) website.

- Trading Standards: Successfully taken to Court a rogue builder who received a considerable
fine. Continue with work on illegal cigarettes, scamming and illegal trading.

- Highways: Working hard and having caught up with the winter backlog, many potholes are
now repaired within 3 to 5 days.
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In addition to the above, Cllr Duncton advised:

Library Service: Celebrating 100 years in existence. No libraries had been closed although
some facilities now shared a building.

Chichester Record Office: Had won a national award for excellence.

A272, Petworth Road: Investigated and the problem was resolved. She had also reported
the road surface between the village and Strood Green. The Chairman advised that he had
reported a large pothole in Bedham Lane and was impressed that it was fixed 6 days later.
The Chairman noted the significant WSCC Council Tax increase. ClIr Duncton advised that
the extra 2% covered adult and childcare. The Council was trying to help the elderly stay in
their own homes. The Chairman acknowledged that over 70% of funds was spent on adult
and childcare.

Public Questions:

There were no members of public present.

Report on on-going matters:

Neighbourhood Plan Review:

The Clerk advised that the group had now met again and were organising a meeting with a
CDC Officer in late April.

PD and the Clerk attended an online meeting yesterday with WSCC Highways Officers to
receive revised details for the Kirdford Road footway. PD gave explanation and the
proposed plan, to be funded by WSCC, was displayed.

Members supported the proposal and approved land dedication to WSCC to facilitate the
scheme. It was agreed that the proposed posts by the tactile paving were not in keeping
with the village and unnecessary, however, posts were required along the pavement
next to the playground to prevent parking on the new pavement.

In order that the visibility from the crossing point was achieved, the hedge in front of Park
Lodge required cutting back. Photographs were displayed which demonstrated how
overgrown the hedge was and how this was impacting upon the perception of entering a
village. Members agreed that the Clerk should write to the landowner and request that
this be cut back in the autumn and the extent required.

Traffic Management:

- School Crossing Concerns: A plan was reviewed. Members agreed to submit an
application to WSCC to extend the double yellow lines to the laybys, aiming to
prevent roadside parking and ensure clear visibility at the crossing point. Members
also approved the purchase of unofficial roadside signs, the same as those used
outside the school. To be put out at the start of each half term to highlight the
designated crossing point as a reminder for motorists and school pupils. The Clerk
advised using Community Infrastructure Funding to purchase the signs, which was
approved, at an indicative cost of £400 plus VAT.

- Double Yellow Lines: A plan was reviewed, and members discussed the balance
between road safety, maintaining a rural appearance, particularly as it was known that
CDC did not enforce the parking restrictions, and the occasions when parking was a
concern. It was noted that when ‘no parking’ cones were used to create the ‘pull-in’
places it was successful. Wisborough Green Sports (WGS) had been asked to purchase
and store their own cones. The situation would continue to be monitored. After some
discussion, it was agreed to apply for junction protection lines around the Butts
Meadow/playground junction, in the first instance.

- B2133 Traffic Speed: A plan was reviewed and discussed. It was known that Loxwood
Parish Council has applied to reduce speed on the B2133. Members agreed that an
application, to reduce the speed from 60 to 50 mph from the Parish boundary to the

Page 117
WGPC Meeting Minutes
18™" March 2025



40 mph at Newpound, should be submitted to WSCC. This would then be considered
in conjunction the Loxwood application.

Pavilion Maintenance:

Fire Risk Assessment & Schedule of Dilapidations (SoD): As MW was unable to attend the
meeting, he had circulated a report and his updated SoD progress spreadsheet. Members
acknowledged that some progress had been made but were concerned that it was now 6
months since the SoD was shared with WGS and there appeared to be a lack of impetus
and urgency. The safety of the balcony and stairs were major concerns, and MW had
proposed that the stairs be removed and the balcony door locked to prevent access.
Members acknowledged that the current locked gate could be climbed over but were
concerned that removing the staircase would remove the fire exit for the top room. The
terms of the lease and whether the Parish Council wished to engage contractors and
charge the expense to WGS were discussed. It was delegated to AJ, MW and the Clerk to
review the outstanding actions, agree the key items that should be addressed, with a
deadline, and to communicate this to the Trustees.

Pavilion:

Lease: The Trustees had now submitted suggested dates in April to meet to discuss the
new lease. Members agreed that Lease discussion should be paused until the Parish
Council was happy with the progress with the SoD.

Replacement Building: CDC had still not determined the application; the planning officer
was being chased by the Trustees. CDC had now responded to the Parish Council’s enquiry
concerning Village Green status and advised that it was a separate matter to planning and
it was the Parish Council’s responsibility to ensure that it complied with the relevant
legislation. The Clerk strongly advised members to seek legal opinion to satisfy themselves
that the building met legislation; a legal challenge would be costly and could have huge
implications. After discussion, members agreed that the Clerk should obtain a legal
quotation for consideration at the next meeting.

Clerk’s Update
- Council Membership: The vacancy continued to be advertised.

- Data Protection: Members confirmed that they had now viewed the training video.

- West Road Planters: Now completed, and members agreed they look good. They
expressed thanks to the west road residents for their donation.

- Public Toilets: Responding to concerns identified by the Clerk, the facilities had now
been deep cleaned.

- Newpound Lane Drainage Gullys: WSCC advised that they would attend and jet the
blocked pipe; the ditch had been cleared by the landowner.

- Songhurst Meadow Car Park Height Barrier: This work had now been deferred to 27t
March.

- Event Car Parking Fields: Liability was being investigated by the Fete Society which
could have implications for other village events; the Clerk would report back.

- Litter Picking — Saturday 5% April: Now being advertised. Attendance was encouraged.

- Annual Parish Meeting — Wednesday 23™ April: Being advertised and the Chairman
would write to the recipients of his Unsung Heroes Awards.

- Other matters to report since the publication of the agenda

e School Road Water Leak: A burst pipe in the verge had been repaired by Southern
Water but damage to the verge had not been repaired; Clerk to follow-up.

e VE/VJ Day Grant Application: The grant application had been successful. CDC
would fund £250 towards a commemorative tree, funds released on proof of
purchase.

e Annual Report: The report was now being prepared and the summary would
again be circulated to all households.
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e Website Update: Now completed so additional support fees had ended.

8. New Items for Discussion:

a. Risk Assessments:
The Risk Assessments were reviewed and the document, as tabled, formally approved; to
be reviewed again next year.
Members had undertaken maintenance inspections and identified actions were provided in
a summary chart. The chart was reviewed and agreed actions recorded by the Clerk.
It was noted that the system of regular inspection, and effectively addressing items as they
arose, had led to a welcome decrease in maintenance required.
Members agreed that the maintenance work should be undertaken and delegated the
decision for repair and expenditure to the Clerk, and in line with the Financial
Regulations.

b. Village Green Repairs:
AB gave explanation to the repairs required to support the new drainage system and to
prepare the surface for the summer months; the work would be undertaken in early April,
weather and ground conditions permitting. Having inspected the Green, the following was
proposed. This was the maximum expenditure for the Parish Council with the Football Club
funding the pitch repairs:

Parish Council Repairs:

Verti-drain the whole Green £790 plus VAT
Fertilise the whole Green with slow release - 24 bags £817 plus VAT
Overseed the whole Green — 15 bags £1,800 plus VAT

£3,407 plus VAT

The budget provision of £4,000 was noted and the expenditure approved. AB to provide
details/timing for the Clerk to submit the order. Selective weed control on the whole
Green may be required later. The Clerk asked AB to enquire from the contractor if
advance notification of spraying was required in a public area.

The Football Club would fund:
Recent verti-draining of the pitch £395 plus VAT
Supply and spread 40 tons of sports sand to the football pitch £1,980 plus VAT

This action was authorised. AB to check invoicing arrangements.

AB confirmed that the Football Club had rolled the pitch at the wrong time and gave
explanation to the impact on the water filtration. The recent verti-draining, further verti-
draining and sand application should rectify the damage. Rolling should only be undertaken
when the ground was dry. It was agreed that WGS should not undertake any mechanical
work on the Green without first seeking written permission from the Parish Council. This
also applied to Songhurst Meadow.

AB advised that WGS had previously been notified that a recovery window was required
each year to ensure that repairs established before further sport was played.
Unfortunately, with the football pitch being unplayable for part of the season, games had
been scheduled late in April. Without a rest period with little disturbance, it could have an
impact upon the cricket season. Members agreed with AB’s proposal that the window
should be retained and no sport was permitted on the Green from 15 April until the end
of the month with the sole exception being Friday 25 April for junior cricket. AB to
notify WGS at their forthcoming meeting.
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Songhurst Meadow:

Dogs on Leads: The policy had been implemented, with posters displayed, a leaflet drop to
Songhurst Meadow residents, a notice in the latest newsletter, and a post on the Village
Facebook page. The CDC Enforcement Officer had also been informed. While some
concerns were raised on Facebook, overall, residents were supportive of the initiative to
reduce dog fouling. However, one resident, who chose not to attend the meeting,
expressed concerns, via email, regarding the policy and the wording of the sign, which he
believed implied that having a dog off the lead could result in enforcement. His concerns
were detailed, and his most recent email was read out. Members reviewed the sign and
concluded that this was a matter of interpretation. They acknowledged his comments and
agreed the Clerk’s response.

It was noted that the new policy was being abided to and dog walkers were now clearly
paying attention to their dogs. The number of walkers had reduced, perhaps in part due to
countryside paths now being dry and more accessible. The situation would continue to be
monitored.

Junior Cricket Practice: As previously agreed, the area would be trialled for cricket practice
this summer on a Friday evening. Details of use had been provided by the Cricket Club
Chairman:

e Limited use and would only start when the field was flat enough to minimise injury

risk.
e Up to a maximum of 30 children at any one time.
e 6-7.30pm.

e Parents encouraged to park in the Songhurst Meadow car park and the Village Hall to
alleviate pressure from around the Green.

e All training equipment would be taken back to the Pavilion after use.

e Area would be checked for litter.

e The Cricket Club would undertake a risk assessment and would include pre-training
inspection for hazardous material (dog faeces).

e Would fill holes and trip hazards.

o Would like permission to use their roller on the field at the appropriate time.

Members agreed:

e tothese arrangements.

e that the Cricket Club could roll the field. AB confirmed that the ground conditions
were currently suitable. The Clerk advised that it had already been rolled with an
agricultural roller.

e that Songhurst Meadow residents should be informed of the arrangements.

Correspondence:

A list detailing the correspondence and updates received since the last meeting was circulated
and displayed. Members were reminded to request any information of interest if it had not
been circulated.

Correspondence — Details of emails and letters received.

WSCC - Stakeholders consultation on proposals for Mayoral Combined Authority for Sussex and
Brighton is now open and everyone within the county is invited to have their say. Closing date
Sunday 13™ April — circulated. Highlighted.

Rural Services Network — The Rural Bulletin.
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WSCC — A272 Petworth Road update — pipes found to be blocked with tree roots, cleared and pipes
free flowing; not a spring. Two buried catchpits also found. Surface repairs to be undertaken at the
end of April, beginning of May — circulated.
Durbans Road resident — copy of email and video sent to Flood Risk Management at WSCC
demonstrating dramatic change to the drainage of the field feeding into the shallow ditch that runs
down the Green Lane. Forwarded to AB. Highlighted.
Open Spaces Society — February update.
Gatwick Area Conservation Campaign — newsletter 143 — circulated. ‘The Secretary of State for
Transport has today made a decision stating that she is “minded to grant consent” for the
development of Gatwick Airport based on an amended plan. Further consultation is now expected
with a final decision earmarked for October 2025. Circulated.
Rural Services Network — The Rural Bulletin.
Kirdford Road resident — reported to CDC that neighbour had not reinstated field after a track was
installed for work. Unhappy with CDC response. Advised to contact District Councillors.
Subsequently received an update from CDC. Asked if a date for the completion was known. Clerk
advised that the resident was possibly best placed to monitor. Highlighted. Members supported
this action.
CDC - Standards Committee — looking for Parish Councillors to fill the vacancies. The
work of the Committee can cover a range of interesting areas from member standards (both in
terms of determining allegations of misconduct and also advising on training) through to work
involving disclosure of member interests, general conduct issues and constitutional reviews.
WSCC - consultation notification - Each year local authorities are required to consult young people
of sixth form age and their parents as well as other stakeholders on the Post-16 Transport Policy
Statement before it is finalised.
WSCC - WSCC have awarded 2 new highways maintenance contracts which start on April 1, 2025.
Details circulated.
Rural Services Network — The Rural Bulletin.
WSCC — Food Waste Action Week — 17" — 23" March - aim is to promote the Love Food Hate Waste
campaign, which focuses on helping residents save money and reduce food waste by encouraging
them to buy loose produce. Various events across the county.
Rural Services Network — The Rural Bulletin.
WSALC — SALC Spring Newsletter — circulated. Members were advised to create a login to access
documents. AJ was currently reviewing information about a .gov.uk website and emails.

10. Finance:

a. Bank Reconciliation: The Chairman confirmed that the bank reconciliation for the Barclays
Community Account for the month ending 28™ February 2025 had been checked by MW.

b. Accounts for Payment:
The Clerk displayed the Payment List for March 2025 that was approved. To be paid on 18
March 2025 unless stated otherwise.

Online payments from the Barclays Community Account
Payee Amount Description
£
RCM Carpentry Ltd (Horsham) 1,554.00 @ West Road planters and topsoil

Wetton Cleaning Services 870.47 Public toilets daily cleaning for February & water test
West Sussex County Council 2,224.49 | Clerk’s salary and oncosts for February
Arun District Council 160.00 = March newsletter printing
Wallgate Ltd 1,037.40  Public toilets — hand dryer annual maintenance
contract
Page 121

WGPC Meeting Minutes
18™" March 2025



Mr C Stickland 135.00 = Songhurst Meadow hedge cutting — hire of tractor
and hedge trimmer

| F C Davies 133.20 = Various village maintenance

GB Sport & Leisure UK Limited 145.92 Wetpour repair kit for the playground

Sussex Land Services
Mrs L N Davies

390.00 Allotment site hedge cutting
183.40 Mileage to collect newsletters, board for duck house
repair, and stamps

£4,609.39

Payments from the Barclays Community Account

Date
05.03.25
06.03.25
07.03.25
07.03.25

18.03.25

Amount
£
39.54

291.71
52.89
12.60
41.73

£438.47

Payee
Flags & Flagpoles
NEST
Helloprint

IONOS

EDF Energy

Payments to the Barclays Community Account

Date

03.03.25
10.03.25
10.03.25

Amount
£
50.00
8.44
1,500.00
£1,558.44

Bank Transfers

Date

18.03.25

Amount
£

5,000.00

£5,000.00

Payee
Allotment tenant

IONOS
West road residents

From

Barclays Business Reserve

Description

Debit Card — Replacement UK/Ukraine
friendship flag

Direct Debit — Clerk’s pension - February
Debit Card — Songhurst Meadow dog signs
Auto Debit Card — monthly email fee & extra
security

Direct Debit — public toilets monthly
electricity supply

Description
Deposit for plot 11A

Refund of website support fee due to upgrade
Donation towards cost of oak planters

To

Barclays Community Account

c. Monthly Financial Statement: The statement was circulated in advance of the meeting and

displayed. The Clerk highlighted that the Operation Watershed funding had been transferred
to the reserve in the accounts. There were a few outstanding payments, but she anticipated
an underspend at the year end. She would work on closing the accounts and providing
explanation and recommendations for approval at the next meeting. There were no
significant variances to report and no further questions.

d. Donation Requests:

A list of requests received throughout the year, along with details of last year’s payments,
was considered. The Chairman gave details of a recent contact with Citizen’s advice,
endorsing the service they provided. Members resolved to make the following donations:

Local Government Act Section 137

Arun & Chichester Citizens Advice - £100
Kent Surrey Sussex Air Ambulance - £200
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4Sight Vision - £80

St Catherine’s Hospice - £80

The Royal British Legion - £100 - donation for wreaths paid in November

BEAT Responders (in acknowledgement of the new cabinet at the Village Hall) - £100

St Peter’s PCC - clock and churchyard maintenance - £1,500
Wisborough Green Minibus - £350

11. Planning

a. New Planning Applications: The following planning applications were reviewed. Application
details had been circulated in advance of the meeting and were also displayed:

Application Number & Detail

WR/24/02459/FUL

To consider the planning agents comments and agree response to CDC
Fishers Adventure Farm Park, Newpound Lane, Wisborough Green, RH14 OEG
New vehicular exit and associated works and gate.

Map Ref: 505852 / 126780

The response from the planning agent was discussed. Members agreed that the Parish Council’s objection
remained and that representation would be made at the CDC Planning Committee meeting.

WR/24/02069/FUL

Revised scheme to meet CDC’s request to include an environmental buffer to the north of the site:
Land At Tanglewood, Kirdford Road, Wisborough Green RH14 0DD

Development of 10 no. dwellings including landscaping, parking and access.

0.S. Grid Ref. 504538/126527

No Obijection

WR/25/00387/TCA

Upfield's Stores, School Road, Wisborough Green RH14 ODT

Notification of intention to crown reduce by 1m on 2 no Elder trees (T1), 1 no. Olive tree (T7) and 1 no.
Silver Birch tree (T8). Crown reduce by 1.5m on 1 no. Bay tree (T2) and 1 no. Crab Apple tree (T4). Pollard
down to 6m on 1 no. Maple tree (T3). Crown reduce by 3m on 1 no. Eucalyptus tree (T5). Crown reduce by
2.5m on 2 no. Magnolia grandiflora trees (T6).

0.S. Grid Ref. 505041/126009

No Objection

WR/24/02716/DOM

Substitute Plans

Meadow View, Petworth Road, Wisborough Green, RH14 0B)J

Replacement of conservatory with new single-storey rear extension, 1 no. garden store and associated
alterations.

0.S. Grid Ref. 504667/125873

No Objeciton

b. Enforcement Updates by CDC: No further updates currently.

Page 123
WGPC Meeting Minutes
18™" March 2025



12. Other Reports:

a.

Village Hall:
e Replacement Doors/Art Project: This project was now being progressed.

Allotments:

SW and the Clerk undertook a further inspection of the two allotments that were a concern.
Letters had now been sent giving two months’ notice of tenancy termination if the plots had
not been tided. Members supported this action.

The Green:

e Green Coordination Group Meeting: The meeting was held on 5™ March 2025; minutes
had been circulated. AB advised that the connection of the Pavilion roof downpipe to
the drainage system was for WGS to address as identified in the SoD. The other
identified actions had already been discussed.

Health & Safety: No matters to report.

West Sussex Association of Local Councils (WSALC) Clerk’s Briefing: The Clerk had been
unable to attend the meeting but had received details of discussion: Devolution as detailed
in the recent newsletter, the new Good Councillors Guide, Clerk’s Networking Day in
Billingshurst, Financial Regulations update, Cyber insurance and consideration of
neurodiversity and if awareness training was required.

13. Any Other Matters to Report:

a. AB advised that he had identified the location of the water leak on the Little Green and

would forward details to the Clerk.

14. Date of Next Meeting:

Planning Committee — Tuesday 1°* April 2025 at 8.00 pm (only if required)
Parish Council Meeting — Tuesday 15 April 2025 at 7.45 pm.
Annual Parish Meeting — Wednesday 23" April 2025 at 7.30 pm

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.21 pm.

Signed by the Chairman: ... Dated:
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