Wisborough Green Annual Parish Meeting

Minutes of the Meeting

Date: Wednesday 23" April 2025

Present: Parish Councillors:
Mr A Burbridge, Mr P Drummond (Chairman), Mr D Hill, Mr A Jackson,
Mr H True, Mr M Watson, Mrs S Winship

40 Members of Public
Apologies: Mr T Worrall (Parish Councillor)

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30 pm. Despite advertising the meeting on St George’s
Day, he found out only today that a Saint’s Day could not be recognised in the week after Easter,
so he therefore extended a warm welcome to everyone on this ‘non-St George’s Day’ meeting.

Chairman’s Report — a review of the past year

The Chairman reflected on another busy year for the Parish Council (PC) and took the opportunity
to highlight some of the key activities and contributions that often went unnoticed around the
village.

He began by explaining one of the statutory roles of the PC, to review and comment on planning
applications within the village. While the PC acted as a consultee, the final decision was made by
Chichester District Council (CDC) as the Planning Authority. Any breaches of planning regulations
were referred directly to CDC.

A significant planning matter during the year was the Chichester Local Plan. The Chairman detailed
how the village's housing allocation had increased from 25 to 75, a change driven by CDC’s
response to A27 traffic concerns and the Planning Inspector's instruction to leave "no stone
unturned" in the search for alternative sites. While the PC accepted that some level of growth was
necessary, it held concerns about the rate of growth, not just the availability of land.

The Chairman then outlined the review process for the Chichester District Local Plan examination
to which the Parish Council made representations on the Parish’s behalf. Instead of employing
expensive, and unaffordable, consultants, the PC dedicated many hours to reviewing the many
documents and preparing a formal representation. The Chairman also attended and spoke at the
Planning Inspectorate’s Local Plan Examination hearing last autumn, sharing the village’s concerns
around infrastructure, village character, and rural impact. Unfortunately, these concerns were
ultimately dismissed, and the allocation of 75 houses remained. The PC intended to submit a
further representation highlighting that the Planning Inspector had deemed that the A27 was not
a constraint to development in the south of the district, which had led to the increased allocations
in the north. With the Neighbourhood Plan process starting afresh and grant funding exhausted,
the PC would now need to engage consultants at its own expense. While the Parish Council led
this process, he appealed for additional volunteers to join the working group.

Referencing previous PC newsletters, the Chairman acknowledged that the village’s pool of
volunteers was heavily relied upon. Volunteers played a vital role in making Wisborough Green
such a special place. One such group was Community Speed Watch led by Cllr Sophie Winship.
Under her leadership, a strong working relationship with the police had developed; Wisborough
Green was the second location in the UK to trial an acoustic speed camera.



Road safety had remained a frequent topic of discussion at PC meetings, particularly in light of
three recent near-miss incidents involving children crossing Durbans Road. The PC had established
a constructive relationship with the school’s new headteacher, and a productive collaboration
established to improve safety in this area.

The Chairman described the persistent issue of parking as a combination of ‘Groundhog Day’ and
‘Whack-a-Mole’ topic: problems were persistent and repeated and tackling them in one area often
resulted in them popping-up elsewhere. It was necessary for the PC to strike a balance between
increasing double yellow lines, frequency of occurrence and preserving the village’s rural essence.
The sports fixtures on the Green were at times events in themselves and as such, the PC was
speaking to Wisborough Green Sports about structured traffic management, in line with large
village events.

A successful initiative was the introduction of access restrictions on the west road leading to the
Pavilion, which was part of the village green. There were previously speeding and parking issues,
so the PC trialled a temporary access restriction, which proved effective. The temporary signs had
now been replaced by oak planters. Another success related to discussions with West Sussex
County Council (WSCC) over the new Kirdford Road pavement, linking Stable Field and other
planned developments to the village centre. WSCC had devised a scheme that, following
discussions with the PC, had changed to the PC’s original suggestion. The PC had repeatedly
pressed WSCC to take over the potholes in the A272, pointing out that there they were being
caused by an underground water issue, and was relieved when investigations eventually revealed
blocked drains. Resurfacing would be undertaken shortly.

Maintaining the village green, which he described as "the hardest-working turf in West Sussex”,
was a continual challenge, especially given the wide range of opinions among residents. The
Chairman thanked Clir Andy Burbridge for his invaluable expertise and guidance in this area.

The PC’s maintenance efforts also extended to Songhurst Meadow. Although CDC emptied the
litter bins, at significant cost, dog fouling has become a serious health concern. Many owners
appeared unaware of their pets’ actions, often distracted by phones or conversation. Reluctantly,
the PC introduced a requirement for dogs to be kept on leads and hoped this could be reversed in
the future. While CDC could levy fines for dog fouling, the PC did not have authority to enforce
dogs being off leads. The PC also provided dog waste bags on the Green, a provision that was
abused last year, so the dispenser was moved to the west road.

The PC now owned and managed the village toilets, an expensive undertaking due to cleaning,
water, and electricity costs. A collapsed sewer has temporarily closed the facility, and quotes were
being sought to reopen it as soon as possible, given its value to the community.

Other assets owned and maintained by the PCincluded benches, which were inspected annually,
and the playground, which was checked weekly and with an annual RoSPA inspection. Additional
assets included the flagpole, noticeboards, and village sign, were all regularly maintained and
insured.

After over ten years on the PC, and eight as Chairman, he expressed pride in the PC being both
active and effective, especially in contrast to challenges faced by other parishes, and on its sound
financial stewardship. Once again, he credited volunteers as being the backbone of the Council’s
success.

On finances, he explained that the PC’s primary source of income was the Precept (the Council’s
portion of Council Tax, collected by CDC), along with grants and Community Infrastructure Levy
(CIL) funds from new housing developments. The PC held reserves for specific projects and had
also made use of rising interest rates by investing small tranches in annual bonds over the last 18
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months, generating around £5,000 interest last year. Funds were spread across multiple banks to
keep each deposit under the £85,000 Financial Services Compensation Scheme cap.

The full report, including detailed financial statements and a summary of Parish Council activities,
was available at the back of the Hall and would also be uploaded to the village website. A shorter
summary report will be distributed in next month’s parish magazine to all households.

Public Questions

Carters Way Resident: In answer to his question, the Chairman confirmed that the new Local Plan
ran to 2039 although there was a requirement to review every 5 years, and work on this would
start almost immediately. It did not make sense to him given the length of the Plan period.

Resident: Requested an update on Gatwick Airport, noting that CAGNE seemed to be acting alone.
The Chairman responded that CAGNE pursued its own approach and did not necessarily
coordinate with other groups. He was a founding member of the Association of Parish Councils
Aviation Group (APCAG), a non-campaigning body now comprising of around 20 parishes that
represented their communities and engaged in consultations. He explained that he had been an
inaugural member of Gatwick’s Noise Management Board at its inception in 2015/16. Although
the Board was initially welcomed, it soon became apparent that it functioned more as a
procedural formality for the airport, with little genuine intent to act on community concerns such
as night flight restrictions or noise limits. He was not optimistic about the future impact on the
village.

Fittleworth Road Resident: She had attended the Development Consent Order hearings and public
enquiry. If Gatwick was successful, there would be 100,000 more flights over Wisborough Green.
This was despite the Climate Change Committee raising concerns. She personally supported
CAGNE and all their efforts and had recently received information confirming that green aviation
fuel would not happen in the near future.

Durbans Road Resident: Raised concerns about the parking around the Cricketers crossroads and
the lack of enforcement by CDC. He identified this as being associated with football on the Green,
however another resident disputed this, highlighting that the Cricketers Arms was also busy on the
relevant evening. He suggested that visiting teams should be notified of parking restrictions, which
was confirmed as already happening.

The Chairman explained that the PC had been discussing parking with the sports clubs and would
be considered further as part of the forthcoming Pavilion Lease negotiations and linked to the ‘Use
of the Green’ policy. The sports fixtures on the Green were at times events in themselves and as
such, the PC was speaking with Wisborough Green Sports about traffic management in line with
village events. The Chairman was aware that enforcement officers visited Petworth but it was
difficult to get them to attend in the village.

Resident: Asked if the increase in housing allocation was related to the cancellation of the Arundel
By-pass. The Chairman advised not, it was related to the A27 around Chichester and the traffic
congestion.

Fittleworth Road Resident: Advised that CDC had allowed building to the west of Chichester which
was having an environmental impact on the Chichester Harbour area. CDC was struggling to fit in
the number in the southern area, the number having now been increased by the government.

Resident: Asked when the building would start. The Chairman advised that 8 of the 75 houses
were currently being built on Stable Field. A further application had been submitted for
Tanglewood Nursery and Ansells Yard would likely follow. These sites, along with a small site at
Winterfold, had been identified through the NP consultations for the original 40 allocation so
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further sites would need to be identified. The NP process would resume and would likely take 18
months to 2 years to complete.

Fittleworth Road Resident: Advised the member of public to review CDC’s Landscape Capacity
Study which was available on its website and gave explanation to the constraints that affected the
Chichester District — rising sea level and the South Downs National Park.

Resident: In answer to his question about the A272 resurfacing, the Chairman advised that it was
scheduled for the end of the month. WSCC had eventually taken note of the PCs concerns,
although it appeared that the Zoar Chapel, a Listed building, was also being adversely affected by
surface water.

Resident: Asked when the dogs on lead policy would be reviewed. The Chairman advised in the
autumn. It was not a decision taken lightly, but with the level of dog fouling, action was required.
In her opinion, the resident disputed that the level of fouling was a concern. The photographic
evidence of 27 deposits, picked up on one day, was highlighted.

Before progressing to the Chairman’s Unsung Heroes Awards, a resident presented flowers to the
Clerk and chocolates for Councillors to share at the next meeting, as a token of her appreciation.
Accepted with grateful thanks.

The Chairman presented his awards to 12 members of public for undertaking tasks in the village of
their own volition. He extended the village’s grateful thanks for their valuable contribution.
Certificates, chocolates and flowers were presented.

He also highlighted the contribution made by Parish Councillors: Clir Worrall for his work in
endeavouring to bring fibre broadband to the village, Cllr Winship for her work on Community
Speed Watch, ClIr Burbridge for his work maintaining the village green, Cllr Watson for his
expertise in overseeing contracts and pavilion repairs and Cllr Jackson for his village knowledge as
a long-standing councillor. He reserved special praise for the Clerk whom he described as ‘the axle
around which the village wheels turn, the Maypole around which we dance and a fierce shepherd
when we stray from the path’.

The Chairman concluded by thanking everyone for attending. As there were no further questions,
the meeting was closed at 8.30 pm and refreshments served.
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