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     MINUTES OF THE 
   ANNUAL MEETING 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DRAFT MINUTES TO BE AGREED ON  17TH JUNE 2025 
 

Date: Tuesday 20th May 2025 
 
Present: Mr P Drummond (PD), Mr D Hill (DH), Mr A Jackson (AJ) 

Mr M Watson (MW), Mrs S Winship (SW) (Chair), Mr T Worrall (TW) 
 

Apologies: Mr A Burbridge (AB)  
 
In Attendance: Mrs L Davies, Clerk  

County Cllr J Duncton 
  
Members of Public:  1 

 
The Chairman, Mr Drummond, opened the meeting at 7.45 pm and welcomed all.  
 
1. Apologies for Absence: 

Apologies were received and accepted from Mr Burbridge. The Chairman advised that he had 
received an email of resignation from Mr True for health and age reasons. He had written to 
thank Mr True for his service over the years. The vacancy would now be advertised. 

 
2. Election of Chair: 

Mr Drummond invited members to propose or nominate for the role of Chairman; he confirmed 
that he was not standing. Mrs Winship was proposed by Mr Drummond, seconded by Mr Hill. 
Mrs Winship confirmed that she was willing to stand. As there were no further nominations, she 
was unanimously elected as Chair. ‘A Declaration of Acceptance of Office’ was signed. Members 
extended thanks to Mrs Winship for taking on this position, who in turn thanked 
Mr Drummond for his leadership and guidance over the years. Mrs Winship also extended her 
thanks to Mr True. Mrs Winship took the chair. 

 
3. Election of Vice-Chair: 

The Chair invited members to propose or nominate for the role of Vice-Chair. As there were no 
nominations and as the role was not a statutory requirement, it was agreed that in the absence 
of the Chair, a chair would be elected for that meeting. 

 
4. Declaration of Members’ Interests: 

SW declared an interest in the Cricketer’s Licence as her mother was a neighbour to the public 
house. No other interests were declared. 
 

5. Council Membership – Co-option of a New Member: An application had been received from  
Mr Michael Foster; the Chair read out his statement as he was unable to attend the meeting. 
Members unanimously agreed to co-opt Mr Foster onto the Council. The Clerk would meet with 
Mr Foster and complete the necessary paperwork.  
 

6. Minutes of the Last Meeting: 
The Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 15th April 2025 were approved as a correct record 
and signed by the Chair. 
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7. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting: 
The Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 23rd April 2025 were approved as a correct 
record and signed by the Chair. The matters raised by members of the public were already 
being considered by the Council. 

 
8. District/County Councillor Updates: 

 
West Sussex County Council (WSCC): Cllr Duncton was in attendance from 7.45 pm until 8.04 
pm. Her report was circulated in advance of the meeting, summarised below. 
- Northchapel Encampment: Not a WSCC responsibility unless new entrances were created 

on the highway. She commended CDC for their prompt action. 
- Travellers: Recent unauthorised encampments at Kirdford and Ebernoe caused 

considerable mess which was expensive to clear. 
- Devolution:  At this time the Government has accepted an all-Sussex Mayoral Strategic 

authority and the election for Mayor for all Sussex will take place in May 2026. The ongoing 
discussion relates to the Local Government Reorganisation (LGR).  A scheme for two and a 
possible three-way split will be put to the Government. If it goes ahead, it is looking likely 
that County Councillors will be in situ until May 2028 when both County and 
Districts/Boroughs Councils will go and the new Mayoral and Unitary bodies will take 
over.   

- Children’s Homes: One of the homes in Cuckfield has been nominated for a prestigious 
award, a huge improvement on 4 years ago. Children’s Services has gone from strength to 
strength. 

- Fire and Rescue: Chief Fire Officer Sabrina Cohen-Hatton was moving to be Chief Fire 
Officer for Hampshire.  She has done a wonderful job in West Sussex including the amazing 
Training and Fire Station at Broadbridge Heath.   

- Libraries: Now in their 101 year of operation, libraries are now opening up to many other 
activities keeping the buildings fully occupied.   

- Trading Standards: Have successfully prosecuted for illegal items in stores and 
unscrupulous builders.  

- Highways: A new by-pass at Lymington opened this week which should make the travel 
from Arundel to Littlehampton easier and bypass Wicke. 

 
PD highlighted that it was nearly 3 years since the landslip in Pulborough. Cllr Duncton advised 
that there were legal issues that were delaying the reinstatement. 
 
Cllr Duncton also highlighted that the Government had reduced adoption and special guardian 
support funding which supported families with special assessment and support. This could put 
further pressure on the special care provision budget. 
 
Cllr Duncton was pleased that the A272 surface had now been repaired and confirmed that there 
were two more potholes marked for repair at Strood Green. 

 
District Councillor: Cllrs Evans and Todhunter had sent their apologies as they were attending a 
Chichester District Council (CDC) meeting. A report was circulated in advance of the meeting, 
summarised below. 

  
Local Updates 
- Lagoon 3 Crouchlands Farm:  Recently alerted to a potential leak of the digestate lagoon. 

There was no leak and that attendees from CDC, the Environment Agency and West Sussex 
Fire and Rescue were on site as part of the routine multi-agency monitoring visits. CDC 
Planning Enforcement continues to take steps to ensure the landowner complies with the 
Enforcement Notice to empty and remove the lagoon. The test results on the contents are 
awaited before the Environment Agency can safely assess the landowner’s request to 
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spread it on land. CDC retains the right to take further legal action or seek prosecution 
against the landowner should this not be forthcoming. 

- Unauthorised works in Northchapel / Lurgashall: Made aware by several residents on 
Friday 2nd May of caravans and unauthorised works on a rural paddock on Blind Lane in 
Lurgashall, within the parish of Northchapel. Council officers worked quickly to issue a 
Temporary Stop Notice which was in place by Friday 2nd May 2025 and should have put a 
stop to all unauthorised engineering operations. However, over the bank holiday weekend 
it became clear that this notice was breached as works continued and the matter required 
escalation to seek an injunction from the High Court in London. This was successfully 
obtained and served prohibiting any further unauthorised works or vehicles and caravans 
entering the site. This form of injunction means that if a person fails to comply with the 
Injunction this could result in a custodial sentence. CDC has also issued an Enforcement 
Notice. This requires the relevant parties to return the land to agricultural land and to 
remove any unauthorised structures, items, vehicles and caravans, and to cease 
unauthorised use of the land. 

 
CDC Wide Updates 
- Local Plan: The process continued and the ‘main modifications’ following the Inspectors’ 

examination were now out for public consultation until 29th May.  

- Chichester District Council Grants Programme: The funding available through the 
discretionary grants programme for this financial year had been increased and three 
new funding priorities agreed; £350,000 is available for this year. The first closing 
date for applications over £2,000 was Friday 16 May (there will be three further 
rounds during the year). Applications must be from organisations delivering projects 
or services meeting one of the Council’s priorities (Economy, Improving Places & 
Spaces, Stronger Communities). Details of eligibility can be found on the CDC 
website. 

 
District Councillor Surgeries: 
Cllr. Gareth Evans runs regular surgeries across Loxwood Ward which are available for all 
residents to attend. If the suggested dates do not work, then home visits and telephone/video 
calls are also available: 
 
Saturday 24th May - The Onslow, Loxwood, 12-2pm 
Saturday 7th June - Kirdford Stores, Kirdford, 12-2pm 

 
9. Public Questions:  

Butts Meadow Resident: Attended the meeting to present photographs and highlight the 
dangerous parking occurring not only on Friday evenings but also at the cricket match on 
Sunday. The photographs showed vehicles parked around the junction and obstructing both 
wheelchair access to the west road and drop kerbs. She informed the Council that she had 
submitted a petition and the photographs to West Sussex County Council (WSCC) and had 
applied for a Traffic Regulation Order for double yellow lines in Butts Meadow to keep the 
access clear; she highlighted that emergency services access to Wyatt House was often 
restricted. She stressed the severity of the situation, describing it as an accident waiting to 
happen, and urged the Council to take action. 
The Chair thanked the resident for attending and for taking and sharing the photographs. The 
Council acknowledged the concerns raised and confirmed that the issue would be discussed 
later in the meeting. The Chair also confirmed that the matter would be addressed with 
Wisborough Green Sports (WGS). TW reported his observations from the previous Friday and his 
efforts to discourage parking on the double yellow lines opposite the Cricketer’s Arms. 

 
8.17 pm – the member of public left the meeting room. 
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10. Policy Documents: 

Members resolved to adopt the following policies, unchanged unless indicated: 
a. Code of Conduct  
b. Financial Regulations  
c. Standing Orders (updated - based upon the new model – the amendments were 

approved) 
d. Investment Policy 
e. Complaints Procedure – Council 
f. Freedom of Information Publication Scheme 
g. Freedom of Information Request Procedure 
h. Press & Media Policy 
i. Retention of Documents Policy 
j. Social Media Policy 
k. Payment & Internet Banking Policy (updated to reflect new bank accounts). Further 

update required to remove Mr True as a bank signatory. 
 
11. Councillor Interests and Committee Membership: 
 

a. Members’ Areas of Interest: The following were agreed: 
 

Area of Interest Allocated Councillors 

Planning Committee AB/DH/AJ//MW/SW/TW and Mr Foster 

Finance Committee PD/AJ/MW and Mr Foster 

Green Co-ordination Group AB/MW 

Local Council Associations/Outside Bodies SW 
Agreed he would represent the Parish Council and 
have voting rights at the West Sussex ALC AGM and at 
other association meetings, as necessary.  
 

Traffic Management Plan Group DH/SW/Clerk 

Neighbourhood Plan Review Group AJ/SW/Clerk/Community Members 
It was noted that a further member was desirable. 

Youth Activities No councillor allocated 

Major Emergency Plan AB/DH/TW/Clerk 
The Clerk advised that she would establish a 
WhatsApp group to aid communication. 

Winter Management Plan AB/DH/TW/Clerk 

New Pavilion Project AJ/MW 

Pavilion Trustee Liaison AJ/MW 

Village Hall AJ/Clerk 

Monthly Bank Reconciliations MW 

Community Speed Watch Coordinator SW 

Gatwick Airport No councillor allocated 

Communications MW/TW 

Playground Inspections Clerk  

Allotment Supervisor  Clerk 

Tree Warden SW 
School Liaison SW/TW 

 
b. Finance Committee:  

Membership of the Committee was agreed under item 11a.  PD was nominated as Chair, 
proposed by MW, seconded by AJ. All were in favour. The Terms of Reference were 
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amended with the inclusion of ‘minutes to be approved at the next full council meeting’ 
and adopted.  

 
c. Planning Committee:  

Membership of the Committee was agreed under item 11a.  AJ was nominated as Chair, 
proposed by SW, seconded by MW. All were in favour. The Terms of Reference were 
adopted unchanged.   

 
d. Green Co-ordination Group:  

Membership of the Committee was agreed under item 11a. The Terms of Reference were 
adopted unchanged.  Members noted that another community member was required; 
enquiries were being made. 

 
e. Neighbourhood Plan Review Steering Group:  

Membership of the Group was agreed under item 11a. The Terms of Reference were 
reviewed and an amendment made that members would Chair the meeting on a rotational 
basis with the Clerk acting as coordinator. The revised document was adopted.   

 
12. Report on on-going matters: 

 
a. Chichester Local Plan:  

At the last meeting, it was agreed that advice should be sought from a planning consultant 
regarding the Main Modification consultation.  He advised that there was no good purpose 
in commissioning any further representations on the housing number as CDC was 
consulting only on the proposed modifications to the Plan. However, members agreed that 
it could do no harm to make one further representation and agreed to the tabled 
response. Clerk to submit. 

 
b. Neighbourhood Plan (NP): 

The Clerk advised that the NP Review Group had recently held an online meeting with a 
CDC Policy officer who had previously helped with the NP process. It was a useful and in-
depth meeting to determine the process; minutes had been circulated. The NP Group met 
earlier in the day and would meet monthly on Zoom unless an in-person meeting was 
required. The following action was now required: 
- Notice in the Parish magazine or Parish Council newsletter to update the village on the 

process and seek further community volunteers. 
- Need to ascertain from CDC if a further call for sites was required. Additional sites had 

already been put forward in the CDC Regulation 19 consultation. 
- Engage a consultant to review site assessment criteria. 
- Existing site assessments to be reviewed, new sites assessed, and a standardisation 

exercise undertaken. 
- Identify sites to be taken forward to a public consultation in the Village Hall in the 

autumn. 
Members supported this action, agreed to the submission of a grant application and that 
the Parish Council would fund the consultant and other costs if the application was 
unsuccessful. 
 

c. Traffic Management: 

• B2133 Speed Reduction: The application had been submitted.  

• School Keep Clear Markings (Zig Zag Lines): Having contacted WSCC, a Traffic 
Regulation Order would be required to extend the lines. However, the WSCC Active 
Travel Improvements Team was already undertaking a review of school markings. The 
Clerk had therefore emailed the department to highlight the concerns and ascertain if 
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the school was included in their review.  An application would be submitted 
otherwise. 
AJ asked if the school had been reminded to remove their ‘parking reminder figures’ 
for the school half term holiday; SW agreed that the impact was lost with permanency 
and would contact the school. 

• Village Parking: DH was concerned that more village feedback was being received 
about parking and from his own experience, was concerned about parking at the 
crossroads which occurred visibility. There appeared to be contradictory views about 
spoiling the village’s appearance, lack of enforcement and how the problem could be 
addressed. With the level of concern now being raised with the Council, he felt that 
decisive action needed to be taken.  It was not just sports parking but also those 
associated with the Cricketer’s Arms. After some discussion, it was agreed that: 
- A strong email to be sent to the CDC Enforcement team to request attendance 

on occasional Fridays from 5.45 to 7.00 pm; this was the critical time when 
double yellow line parking was very evident. To remind them that Wisborough 
Green residents paid for this service through their Council Tax. 

- An on-site meeting to be organised for a collective decision on whether the 
double-yellow lines should be extended, and if so, to determine the length to 
maintain clear visibility. Clerk to organise. 

- SW to speak to the Cricketer’s Landlord about one customer who regularly 
illegally parked. 

• Friday Evening Parking: Concerns had been raised on the village Facebook page about 
parking on Friday 9th May 2025; dash camera footage was displayed. In response to 
these comments, the Clerk contacted both the police and the CDC Enforcement team 
to request their attendance. The matter was raised with the Cricket Club Chairman, 
who was asked to highlight the concern to members and circulate a map to show the 
two car parks, arrange the purchase of additional 'No Parking' cones as previously 
requested, and consider marshals. These measures were undertaken and there was an 
improvement in parking on Friday 16th May, particularly around the Butts Meadow 
junction, and the car parks were used. However, photographs shared by a member of 
the public earlier in the meeting showed dangerous and inconsiderate parking during 
the cricket match held on Sunday. Members noted that the popularity of the 
Cricketer’s Arms, combined with the high volume of vehicles attending on Friday 
evening, continued to exacerbate the issue. It was noted that additional parking would 
become available at Stable Field next year, and potential sanctions for repeat 
offenders could be considered if the car park was not used. It was agreed that there 
was no straightforward solution, but in the first instance, the issues and 
photographs to be discussed further with WGS. Clerk to organise. 
 

d. Pavilion: 

• Lease: A meeting was held with WGS Trustees on 12th May 2025. AJ advised that 
overall, the discussion ended positively, but there was some discussion about the new 
versus old lease until the building was replaced, and proposed lease and licence 
arrangement. The transition issue seemed to be primarily related to the wording that 
significantly increased the maintenance obligation as well as other new terms and 
obligations. Whilst the Trustees were in general agreement with the concepts in 
context of the new building, they were strongly resistant to having increased 
obligations on a building due to be replaced soon. The terms were discussed and 
several comments for clarification were noted but most were not contentious. After 
some further explanation, members agreed the following: 

• Current Pavilion: Use the existing Lease, with slight amendment, to cover for 
the 3-year duration of the planning permission. The building must remain safe, 
hygienic and in good exterior decoration. AJ to give consideration to the 
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possible extra conditions for the interim period that links to the Use of the 
Green Policy. 

• If requested by grant funders, to provide a letter of support to demonstrate 
commitment to offering a long lease for the building and confirmation of use of 
the Green for sport. 

• New Pavilion: Continue to work on a new Lease, which incorporates elements 
from the Licence for use of the Green, giving longevity and security for using the 
Green. No construction can begin until a Lease has been signed. 

• Incorporate other elements from the Licence, as well as possible sanctions for 
peripheral responsibilities for using the Green, into the Use of the Green Policy. 

• Prepare a separate document for the construction phase. 

• Schedule of Dilapidations: MW reported that he had been holding monthly meetings 
with one of the Trustees to monitor progress. He was pleased to confirm that, 
following persistent efforts, the main works had now been completed, and both the 
balcony and steps were safe. However, some outstanding items remained, and a 
completion date of 31st July 2025 had been given. MW expressed concern over the 
management’s apparent lack of commitment to maintaining basic safety standards, 
regardless of aesthetics. He stressed the importance of ensuring that the new Lease 
included provisions requiring the upkeep of essential safety measures as a minimum 
standard. He also reported repeated suggestions that the current management might 
withdraw from their responsibilities. This raised serious concerns about the potential 
transfer of both management and financial obligations onto the Parish Council and 
village especially for a larger Pavilion, Members agreed that the Clerk should forward 
the latest version of the progress chart to the management to highlight the 
outstanding items and expected completion date. 

• Replacement Pavilion: The solicitor’s response to the legality of the approved building 
on a Registered Village Green had not been received. 

 
e. Clerk’s Update: 

• Songhurst Meadow Dog Fouling and Signs: Explanation was given to the CDC Public 
Space Protection Order that covered the district’s open spaces. Having received legal 
advice from CDC, she advised that the word ‘must’ could not be used in the context of 
dogs on leads. Members agreed that the signs should be changed to ‘request’ dogs on 
leads; this was not enforceable. Notice to include reference to enforcement for dog 
fouling. PD agreed to prepare the artwork. 

• Songhurst Meadow Car Park: The height barrier had now been repaired. 

• School Road Operation Watershed and Water Leak: The work was being undertaken 
from 26th May. MW had agreed to liaise with the contractor. Southern Water had 
visited and dismissed a water leak despite evidence to the contrary. Landbuild would 
arrange for a highways gully to be jetted and contact Southern Water if a leak was 
found. 

• Cricketer’s Arms Licence Application: A recent amendment application had been 
submitted to CDC to include the rear garden into the licensable area. However, the 
licence did not cover the playing of live or recorded music outside. It was agreed that 
SW and DH would discuss with the landlord. 

• Other matters to report since the publication of the agenda: 
- Kirdford Road Pavement: The design had now been finalised and passed the 

audit. However, in terms of the land acquisition agreement, putting a paved path 
on a registered village green required permission from the Secretary of State 
which could delay the project. WSCC would like to find another way to achieve. 
The Clerk had therefore spoken with AJ who was on the Council in the 1990’s 
when the A272 pavement was constructed quickly; AJ provided details. Land 
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Registry details were provided to hopefully help WSCC identify an alternative 
process. 

- Main Green Water Leak: A concrete plinth had been reinstalled over the main 
drainage ditch. The contractor noted the presence of excessive water and 
suggested that there could be a water leak somewhere that possibly fed into the 
land drainage. AB to be asked to investigate. 

- VE Day Commemorations: In response to the Government’s request, the Clerk 
had arranged for the church to be lit blue and red. Members were pleased with 
this action. 

- Food Vendor: A request had just been received for another food vendor to 
operate in the village. Members confirmed that it could not be positioned on the 
Green and that potentially they could need a trading licence from WSCC if 
operating on the highway. Clerk to advise. 

- Tanglewood Planning Application: The planning officer had requested 
confirmation of ownership of the Stable Field path and path in front of Park 
Lodge. 

- Songhurst Meadow Trees: Unfortunately, several trees around the car park and 
along the road verge were failing. 

- Public Toilets: The handwash units had recently been serviced. 
- Parish Council Broadband: Problems had been experienced which took five 

engineers to resolve. The issue had caused considerable disruption to the Clerk’s 
work. 

 
13. New Items for Discussion:  

 
a. Stable Field – Ground Level and Sustainable Drainage System: 

A neighbour attended the last meeting to raise concerns about a boundary bund. As such, 
a meeting was held onsite with the foreman and two residents also attended.  It was clear 
that a considerable amount of the site’s spoil had been spread across the field, not only 
levelling but creating a high bund on the boundary line. The residents had raised concern 
that this action had not been included in the planning application and wished that it be 
reinstated, advising that they could contact CDC. Regrading was discussed with the 
foreman as the bund was high and unacceptable. Advice had been sought from the CDC 
Planning Officer; PD read out the response. It did appear that this action was not part of 
the original planning application and could not be considered a Non Material Amendment. 
CDC advised the Council to submit a pre-application request with sketch drawings to show 
the extent of the regrading works. It was likely that full drawings, as well as ecological 
reports, would be required. Members agreed that whilst the Parish Council had 
authorised soil being put in the area and the area levelled, members were unaware that 
this was not part of the development’s planning permission. This was for the developer 
to resolve or remove the soil. Contact to be made, delegated to PD and the Clerk. 
 

b. Community Infrastructure Levy:  
All agreed to defer discussion to the next meeting. 
 

c. Public Toilets: 
A blockage had occurred just before Easter which required clearance. Unfortunately, the 
jetter had been unsuccessful in clearing the blockage so further investigations were 
undertaken which revealed a hidden manhole under the grass. This access allowed the 
sewer to be fully jetted and a camera used which identified a partial break close to the 
A272. MW had reviewed the video and confirmed that it was an old clay sewer which was 
generally in good condition just with the one defect. There were three options:  



Page 147 
WGPC Meeting Minutes 
20th May 2025 

1. To accept that annual jetting was required. 
2. To line the defected area only. 
3. To effect a permanent repair which also provided the opportunity to improve 

protection next to the road.   
Members supported option 3 and requested MW and the Clerk to prepare a specification 
and obtain quotations for future consideration. 

 

d. Balloon Festival: 
SW had spoken to the organisers who confirmed that they would be willing to organise an 
event if the Parish Council supported. Although a date had not been suggested, and could 
possibly be next year, members agreed that they would be delighted to see the return of 
the festival. 
 

e. Woodland Trust Tree Planting Scheme: 
The 1st Wisborough Green Beaver leader had asked if the Parish Council owned land that 
would allow the group to apply and plant trees through the Woodland Trust scheme in 
support of their badges. Members wished to support however the only available land was 
Stable Field and it would not be suitable this year. It was a possibility for next year if the 
scheme was still open. 

 

f. Flagpole/Flag Raising: 
Details of comments on the village Facebook page relating to flying the Union flag were 
given and the Clerk reminded members that the Ukrainian and UK/Ukrainian friendship 
flags had previously been removed. Since the comments on Facebook, an unofficial Union 
flag had been flying. Explanation was given to the official protocol and guidance provided 
by the College of Arms. Members agreed that the protocol should be followed, and the 
current flag would be removed. Explanation to be provided on Facebook and in the Parish 
magazine, highlighting that the flag raising dates were included in the magazine each 
month. It was disappointing that the Parish Council would be locking the halyard due to 
persistent vandalism. The Clerk to investigate a locking mechanism. Members delegated 
the decision to the Clerk and approved expenditure. 
 

14. Correspondence: 
A list detailing the correspondence and updates received since the last meeting was circulated 
and displayed. Members were reminded to request any information of interest if it had not 
been circulated. 

Correspondence – Details of emails and letters received. 

SDNP - Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP).  Survey to help develop an effective and 
evidence-based LCWIP 

The Bishop of Chichester – 2025 is a year of celebration of the Christian faith across Sussex. It marks 
the 950th anniversary of the formation of the Diocese of Chichester and Chichester Cathedral. Several 
invitations to attend a reception in the Bishop’s Garden followed by Choral Evensong in the Cathedral  
SW attending on 24th June 2025. 

Kirdford Parish Council – details and experience from unauthorised encampment. 

Unsung Hero – thanking for the award and chocolates. 

CDC – notification that the discretionary grant programme for 2025/2026 was now live. 

Open Spaces Society – April newsletter. 

Chichester District Council Listed Building Guidance - Consultation on document runs from Tuesday 
29th April 2025 to Tuesday 27th May 2025. 

Durbans Road resident – notification of meeting with Stable Field Foreman. 

Rural Services Network – weekly newsletter. 
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St Peter’s Churchwarden - formal notice from the Church Commissioners regarding the changes to the 
parish to make a United Benefice with Kirdford and Plaistow – circulated. 

WSCC – notification of award of highways maintenance contracts – circulated. 

SDNP Authority – spring planning newsletter. 

Resident – raising concerns about Friday parking. 

Relate West Sussex now changed to Relationships Sussex following closure of the National Relate 
Charity last November. Poster displayed. 

Rural Services Network – weekly newsletter. 

Resident – again highlighting Friday evening parking concerns. 

SDNP South Downs News – photo competition, national walking month, toads, explore Cuckmere 
Haven. 

Butts Meadow Resident – Several emails, concerned about the parking. Advising that she had 
contacted Janet Duncton and submitted a petition to WSCC. Concerned about access for wheelchair 
users – totally blocked by parking. Dangerous situation. 

CDC – Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation newsletter – circulated. 

Rural Services Network – weekly newsletter. 

WSCC - Since 2013 Operation Watershed Active Communities Fund has been working with Parish & 
Town Councils and community Groups in West Sussex around managing and reducing flood risk 
impacting their local community as part of their local flood resilience. Clerk to complete short 
questionnaire.   

CDC - awarded further funding from the Government from the Rural England Prosperity fund for 
2025/26 which provides capital funding to support new and existing rural businesses. Details available 
on the CDC website.  

WSALC – notification of the availability of planning training. 

Newpound Resident – concerned that the Fishers glamping pods are being used. 

Sussex Nature Recovery – Update - Since the last newsletter, the Sussex Nature Recovery team have 
been beavering away to tackle some of the more challenging aspects of developing Local Nature 
Recovery Strategies. 

CDC Invitation to attend Planning Training at CDC Offices   
Sessions will be held on: 
Wednesday 18 June 5pm-7pm (DH, MW and the Clerk to attend) 
Monday 23 June 5pm-7pm 

Sussex PCC Katy Bourne has launched her annual survey seeking the views of residents across the 
county. The survey is open now and will close at 23:00 30th October 2025. Circulated. 

CDALC – notification of an online meeting on Tuesday 24th June at 6.30 pm. Apologies sent. 

 
15. Planning 

a. District Council Decisions:  
 

Application Number Application Details Decision 
 

WR/24/02716/DOM  Meadow View, Petworth Road, Wisborough Green, 
RH14 0BJ 
Replacement of conservatory with new single-storey 
rear extension, 1 no. garden store and associated 
alterations. 
 

PERMIT 
CONDITION DUSK TO 
DAWN BLINDS 

WR/25/00731/TCA 
 

Old School House School Road Wisborough Green 
Billingshurst RH14 0DT 
Notification of intention to fell 1 no. Unknown tree. 
 

NO TPO 

WR/25/00565/DOM  
 

1 The Luth Wisborough Green RH14 0BZ WITHDRAWN 
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Demolition of existing carport and rear ground floor 
extension, change use of garage to habitable 
accommodation with new pitched roof, erection of 
new single-storey rear extension and front porch, 
removal of chimney on rear elevation, installation of 
1 no. chimney on side elevation and 1 no. flue on 
front elevation, with various alterations including 
changes to fenestration. Installation of oil tank and 
screening - (variation of Condition 2 of Planning 
Permission WR/23/02867/DOM - to vary roof to 
existing garage and rear extension to flat roof, with 
larger footprint, alterations to fenestration and 
cladding and removal of chimney on side elevation 
and flue on front elevation. 
 

 
b. Enforcement: No breaches reported. An update on outstanding matters to be reported at 

the next meeting. 
 

c. WR/25/00710/FUL – Stable Field Gates: The Planning Officer’s comments in 
correspondence to the agent implied that the application would be permitted. Members 
agreed that representation should be made at the CDC Planning Committee on 11th June 
2025; SW/PD and the Clerk to prepare the representation and attend. 

 
16. Finance: 
 

a. Bank Reconciliation: The Clerk confirmed that HT had checked and agreed the bank 
reconciliation for the Barclays Community Account for month ending 30th April 2025.  

 
b. Accounts for Payment: 

The Clerk displayed the Payment List for May that was approved. 
 
Online payments for the Barclays Community Account 
Payment entered on 21st May 2024 unless stated otherwise. 
 

Payee Amount 
£ 

Description 

Sussex Wildlife Trust 150.00 Ecological data search for biodiversity audit 

Arun District Council 172.82 Annual report printing 

1st Clearflow Ltd 657.60 To attend public toilets on two occasions to jet & 
camera sewer 

Mrs L N Davies 161.95 Microsoft annual subscription, drain investigation, 
telephone handset, flowers and sundries for Annual 
Parish Meeting 

West Sussex County Council 2,293.48 Clerk’s salary and oncosts for April 

Mr P Drummond 163.53 Annual Parish Meeting refreshments 

Geoxphere Ltd 60.00 Annual Parish Online subscription 

Sussex Land Services 806.26 Village green grass cutting for April 

JWS Landscapes 520.00 Songhurst Meadow grass cutting for April 

Mr T Stride 120.93 Songhurst Meadow verges for April 

Wetton Cleaning Services Ltd 943.46 Public toilets daily cleaning for April and water test 

 £6,050.03  
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Direct Debit / Card Payments from the Barclays Community Account 

Date Amount 
£ 

Payee Description 

16.04.25 37.63 EDF Energy Direct Debit - Monthly cost for public 
toilets 

22.04.25 10.80 IONOS Cloud Ltd Auto Debit Card – Monthly website 
hosting fee 

24.04.25 11.99 HP Instant Ink Auto Debit Card – Monthly ink 
replacement service 

06.05.25 12.60 IONOS Cloud Ltd Auto Debit Card – month email charge 

07.05.25 291.71 NEST Direct Debit - Clerk’s pension for April 

16.05.25 39.50 EDF Energy Direct Debit - Monthly cost for public 
toilets 

19.05.25 166.25 British Telecommunications plc Direct Debit – Telephone and 
Broadband 

19.05.25 7.00 Land Registry Debit Card – details for the A272 
pavement transfer 

19.05.25 10.80 IONOS Cloud Ltd Auto Debit Card – Monthly website 
hosting fee 

 £588.28   

 
Payments to the Barclays Community Account 

Date Amount 
£ 

Payee Description 

April 243.46 Allotment tenants Allotment rent 

May 382.56 Allotment tenants Allotment rent 

13.05.25 4,849.60 WG Village Hall Lease payment 

14.05.25 32.00 Wisborough Green Fete Society Wyatt Close garage rent 

 £5,507.62   

 
Transfers between Parish Council Accounts 

Date Amount 
£ 

Payee Description 

16.04.25 95,000.00 Barclays Community Account Barclays Reserve Account 

01.05.25 20,000.00 Barclays Reserve Account Barclays Community Account 

02.05.25 20,000.00 Barclays Community Account Redwood Bank 35 Day Notice Account 

14.05.25 20,000.00 Barclays Reserve Account Barclays Community Account 

15.05.25  5.00 Barclays Community Account Cambridge & Counties 31 Day Notice 
Account (Test) 

19.05.25 19,995.00 Barclays Community Account Cambridge & Counties 31 Day Notice 
Account  

 
c. Monthly Financial Statement: The statement was circulated in advance of the meeting and 

displayed. The Clerk highlighted that the recent CIL funds had been transferred to the 
reserve otherwise it distorted the budget figures. There were no further questions. 
 

d. Direct Debits: Members approved continuance of the current Direct Debit payments to 
NEST, Business Stream, British Telecommunications, Information Commissioner, Chichester 
District Council and Vodafone. 
 

e. Contract Payments: Members authorised that annual contract payments for the public toilet 
cleaning and grass cutting.  
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f. One-Year Fixed Rate Bond: The Clerk advised that a Cambridge & Counties Bond had 
matured. As authorised, the £30,000 had been reinvested into another Cambridge & 
Counties One-Year Bond but in view of the recent CIL receipt, and in discussion with the 
Chairman, the £1,508.22 interest was also invested. Members supported this action. 
 

g. Cambridge & Counties: The Clerk confirmed that a 31-day notice account had now been 
opened with £20,000, to ensure that account balances with each bank were within the 
Financial Services Compensation Scheme limit of £85,000. 

 
17. Other Reports: 
 

a. Village Hall:  
Members approved the nominal expenditure to having hatched lines to prevent parking 
outside the fire exit. 

 
b. Allotments:  

• Tenancy Update: Two plots were vacant. They had now been sprayed and would be 
covered and left fallow for this year. Two other plots that had been a concern were now 
being tided and worked. 

• Greenhouse Request: Members approved the proposed greenhouse on Pot 11C. 
 

c. Health & Safety: No concerns were reported. 
 

d. WSALC Clerk’s Briefing on 13th May 2025: The Clerk attended this informative meeting in 
Billingshurst and provided details of the discussion items: 
- Planning Update – changes to national policies, increased housing target, changes to 

Planning Committee decisions, and the Environment Bill. 
- Resilience Planning. 
- Rural Policing Team update. 
- Devolution. 
- Rural Housing and Community Land Trusts. 

 
18. Any Other Matters to Report: 

a. TW highlighted recent comments on Facebook that suggested that crime was on the 
increase; a number of vans had recently been broken into at night. The Clerk advised that 
she had recently put a note onto the Facebook page requesting that all crime should be 
reported. The police reviewed activity and responded accordingly. 

b. TW also noted that the damp patch in the committee room was increasing in size. Clerk to 
advise the Village Hall Committee. 

c. DH highlighted that the Annual Parish Meeting provided an opportunity to informally discuss 
possible village projects and questioned if this was also possible for the Council. The Chair 
advised that the objectives, to be considered at the next meeting, would provide this 
opportunity. 

 
19. Date of Next Meeting: 

Planning Committee  – Tuesday 3rd June 2025 at 8.00 pm (only if required)  
Parish Council Meeting  – Tuesday 17th June 2025 at 7.45 pm 

 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.31 pm. 
 
 
 
Signed by the Chairman:  ………………………………………………………… Dated:   ……………………………. 


