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     MINUTES OF THE 
   PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DRAFT MINUTES TO BE AGREED ON 20TH MAY 2025 
Date: Tuesday 15th April 2025 
 
Present: Mr A Burbridge (AB), Mr P Drummond (PD) (Chairman), Mr D Hall (DH),  

Mr A Jackson (AJ), Mrs S Winship (SW), Mr T Worrall (TW) 
 

Apologies: Mr H True (HT), Mr M Watson (MW) 
 
In Attendance: Mrs L Davies, Parish Council Clerk  

County Cllr J Duncton 
    
Members of Public:  3 

 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.45 pm and welcomed everyone.  
 
1. Apologies for Absence: 

Apologies were received and accepted from Mr True and Mr Watson. 
 
2. Declaration of Members’ Interests: 

As a neighbour to Stable Field, DH declared his interest in 7a and the planning application. 
SW advised that she knew the Old School House applicant through her work. 

 
3. Minutes of the Last Meeting: 

The Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 18th March 2025 were approved as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
4. District/County Councillor Updates: 
 

District Councillors: A report had been circulated in advance of the meeting, summarised below.  
Cllrs Evans and Todhunter had sent their apologies.  
 
Local Updates 
- Parking Issues (Loxwood School): Following up on a resident’s concern about the parking 

and dangerous driving, although as District Councillors their powers were limited. 
- Townfield, Kirdford: Withdrawn from the Chichester District Council (CDC) Planning 

Committee meeting in April due to new surface water flooding maps being released by the 
Environment Agency. Likely to be considered in June. 

- Annex Council Tax Premium: Have been offering support to an Ifold resident to resolve an 
issue. 

- Loxwood Joust: Attended a site visit to hear about plans for this summer. 
 

CDC Wide Updates 
- Planning and Infrastructure Bill: Published by the government on 1st March, the headlines 

are: 

• Home and infrastructure to be built faster 

• Energy security to be bolstered, with Britain becoming a clean energy superpower 

• the Bill is key to building 1.5 million homes and driving up living standards 

• the bill will speed up decision making and remove unnecessary blocks to delivery  
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- Local Plan: The examination is continuing. Following receipt of the inspectors’ post-hearing 
letter, which outlined the key changes necessary to make the Plan sound, the Planning 
Policy Team took the Main modifications to the Local Plan 2021-2039 to cabinet on the 1st 
April and to full council on 8th April for approval to go out to consultation. 

 
County Councillor: Cllr Duncton was in attendance from 7.45 until 7.55 pm. Her report was 
circulated in advance of the meeting, summarised below: 
- Devolution: Much discussion and work being undertaken to identify the unitary structure. 

District and Borough Councils would disappear at the end of April 2028. 
- Elections: This May’s County elections were cancelled and a government decision was being 

taken for 2026 when the Mayoral elections would take place. The Unitary elections would 
be held in 2027. There was still uncertainty which would be resolved in the coming months.  

- Community Food Hubs: West Sussex County Council (WSCC) was still supporting the hubs in 
West Sussex. UK Harvest collected good quality food waste from supermarkets and sold at 
the hubs, the nearest being the Sylvia Beaufoy Centre in Petworth. Anyone could use the 
service, more information available online. 

- Adult Learning Team: Have had success in helping people with numeracy skills. 
- Independent Living: WSCC had entered a new contract with the service that enabled 

residents to live for longer in their own homes. Help is provided to the elderly and those 
with learning disabilities or mental health needs. 

- Children’s Services: WSCC’s initiative ‘Children’s Homes Collaborative Partnerships’ had 
been shortlisted as a finalist at the MJ Achievements Awards 2025. 

 
5. Public Questions:  

Durbans Road Resident: He had submitted comments to the Parish Council regarding the latest 
planning application but wanted to highlight a concern relating to a soil pile against his 
neighbour’s and his boundaries and that there was nothing in the planning application which 
showing a change in elevation. It stated that the area, after the installation of the Sustainable 
Drainage System (SUDs), would be made good; photographs were displayed which showed the 
soil above his 4-foot-high hedge.  
The Chairman advised that as the new owners of the land, the developer’s offer to level the field 
to make it more suitable for sports use had been accepted by the Parish Council, which he 
acknowledged not only benefited the village but also the developer. 
The resident accepted that levelling would be beneficial but as the SUDs vents and flow control 
system protruded from the ground, this area was unusable and the levelling should be 
undertaken further up, not next to his boundary. He consented for his email to be shared with 
AB. 
It was agreed that AB should visit the site with the resident and facilitate discussions with the 
site manager to ensure that the levelling was acceptable to all interested parties and the mound 
by the boundary not retained. 
 

7.58 pm – The member of public left the meeting room. 
 
All Parishes Wildlife Group Chairman: Reminded members that allowing the development on 
Stable Field contravened an original Neighbourhood Plan policy. She would be submitting an 
objection to the current application. A gated community was inappropriate for the village and 
would also be highlighting details from the Construction Management Plan relating to bird 
breeding season and lighting. 
 

8.00 pm – The member of public left the meeting room. 
 

Football Club Chairwoman: Attended the meeting to introduce herself to the Parish Council and 
to extend her thanks to AB for allowing a football match to be played on 19th April during the 
agreed recovery window. She gave explanation to how the Football league set fixtures, which 
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only gave 2-3 weeks’ notice of fixture changes and was consequently difficult to manage. They 
had contacted all local clubs but were struggling to find an available pitch for an 11 am match 
on Monday 21st April.  She acknowledged that the last agreed match was on the 19th but asked 
if this match could be played. She advised that they had found alternative locations for 4 
matches but was unaware of the cost. To be discussed later in the meeting. 
Next Season: Not wanting a repeat of the uncertainty next year, she advised that cricket 
finished on 6th September with football starting on 13th September 2025. She would be speaking 
to the league to request home matches at the start of the season to remove pressure at the 
end. The last match would be on 18th April 2026 leaving two clear weeks before men’s cricket 
started.  
As the visiting fair would be located on the southern end of the Green, members confirmed that 
football could still be played. 
Verti-draining: She asked if it would be possible to verti-drain in November as there had been a 
significant improvement when undertaken in March. Other clubs had been able to play 18 
matches, but Wisborough Green had played only 11 as the pitch had been deemed unplayable. 
AB advised that there were two constraints – the cost of £395 plus VAT, which would need to be 
met by the Club, and the ground and weather conditions to allow a tractor onto the land. In 
answer to SW’s query, AB advised that rolling at the wrong time caused compaction and 
impacted the drainage. Verti-draining was the only option and only when conditions allowed. 
Fair Damage: She asked if there was any opportunity to improve the area behind the Pavilion. 
This had previously been used for pre match training and warm up. 
In response, AB confirmed that the area would be repaired. He felt that the area was sufficiently 
large for fast footwork warm up despite the damage and using this as a reason to not use the 
area was a poor excuse. Massive damage had been caused to areas around the cricket square 
which now required repair. Going forward, a set of guidelines was required to ensure that south 
of the football pitch, other than 3m along the pitch side, was out of bounds to footballers. 
Future Teams: It was unlikely that there would be two teams next year and the first team 
manager had just resigned. Although there was a link to the Barnes Green Youth teams, getting 
new players was challenging and there was a possibility that the Club would not continue. 
Members expressed disappointment and hoped that the Club would continue to be successful 
and thrive. 
 

6. Report on on-going matters: 
 

a. Chichester Local Plan: 
Following the examination last autumn, CDC was now consulting on the proposed 
modifications, from 10th April to 29th May 2025. Members expressed strong 
disappointment that the Parish Council’s concerns had not been considered, and the 
housing allocation remained at 75, questioning the soundness of the Plan. Members 
agreed: 

• To review the documents and provide comments to the Clerk for consideration at 
the next meeting. 

• The Clerk to contact Planning Consultant, Steve Tilbury, to ascertain if there was any 
way to challenge the CDC numbers and, if he thought there was a viable route, to 
obtain a quotation for his consultancy. 

 
b. Neighbourhood Plan Review:  

The Clerk reported that the working group had arranged a meeting with CDC later in the 
month. Procedural questions regarding the assessment and consultation process had 
already been submitted to CDC, and it was hoped that the responses would provide the 
clarity needed to continue with the process. 
 
Following the last meeting and the review of the Kirdford Road footway proposal, 
members' comments regarding the junction demarcation posts were forwarded to the 
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Highways Officers. It had since been confirmed that the posts would be removed from the 
design, except at the northernmost crossing point, where demarcation was still considered 
beneficial to highlight the crossing. At the request of the Parish Council, posts would also 
be installed along the pavement adjacent to the playground to deter parking. WSCC would 
now proceed with a safety assessment. 

 
c. Traffic Management: 

- Durbans Road Speed Reduction: Positive responses had been received for the final 
consultation. WSCC advised that the speed and sign changes would be implemented 
shortly. The Clerk confirmed that she had requested that the hazard signs north of the 
crossroads also be reviewed. 
DH had received further residents’ concerns about parking restricting visibility at the 
crossroads; to be included on the next agenda. 

- School Crossing Concerns: SW and TW had attended a meeting with the school 
management on 2nd April 2025; notes from the meeting had been circulated. Both 
reported that it was a positive discussion that helped re-establish a constructive 
relationship with the Parish Council. Discussions included ongoing concerns and 
proposed changes to signage, speed limit, and double yellow lines. 
Members reviewed a photograph of the zigzag markings outside the school and agreed 
to submit an application to WSCC to extend the markings across the crossing point. 
Advice from the WSCC Officer regarding roadside signage was noted. It was agreed to 
purchase two police-style figures marked with "CHILDREN" and fitted with reflective 
strips, at an approximate cost of £500, to be funded using Community Infrastructure 
Levy funding. These would be placed on Parish Council land for two weeks at the start 
of each half term as a safety reminder and stored in the Council shed when not in use. 
SW would contact the school to request that their signs be removed when the school 
was closed as permanent display reduced their impact. 

- Sports Club Matches: Although the ‘no parking’ cones had been positioned in Kirdford 
Road for Saturday’s matches, it was not always the case and occasionally left out. A 
resident had contacted the Parish Council about Saturday’s parking as with two 
matches, parking had extended into Butts Meadow and would have had an impact 
upon access for emergency services. Residents were concerned about the Friday 
cricket that would shortly be resuming. Members discussed whether sanctions could 
be introduced. It was agreed to give further thought and potentially include in the 
Use of the Green Policy which linked to the Pavilion lease. 

 
d. Pavilion Maintenance: 

Fire Risk Assessment & Schedule of Dilapidations (SoD): As MW was unable to attend the 
meeting, he had circulated a report and his updated SoD progress spreadsheet. Following 
the last meeting, MW, AJ and the Clerk had met to review progress and identify 
outstanding health and safety actions. They suggested that all identified work be 
completed by 31st July, a date also suggested by Wisborough Green Sports (WGS).  
MW met the WGS Chairman to review some work and a report had been circulated. 
Questions had been raised about responsibility boundaries; members all agreed that, in 
line with the current Lease, WGS was responsible for the building’s insurance and 
maintenance. 
Members were now pleased to see that Friday’s inspection had demonstrated progress on 
health and safety items, a serious concern being the balcony and stairs. The Clerk to review 
the meeting notes and identify if any health and safety concerns remained outstanding. 

 
e. Pavilion: 

Lease: Members agreed that Lease discussions could now resume; the Clerk to arrange a 
date.  
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Replacement Building: CDC had now determined the planning application and approved 
the application; the decision notice had been circulated.  Having received some initial legal 
advice, members approved expenditure of £500 to obtain legal opinion on the building in 
the approved plans being built on a registered village green; the solicitor to be provided 
with a link to the CDC planning website. 

f. Village Green Repairs: 
AB reported that each football match caused damage to the village green, and the end-of-
season condition varied annually depending on usage and weather. The Green was 
currently in better condition than in some previous years, and repair work had been 
scheduled to begin immediately after Easter. However, the cricket outfield, on three sides 
of the square, had sustained damage due to football players warming up; this damage was 
being addressed at the Football Club’s expense. This incident highlighted the importance of 
issuing a clear set of written guidelines to all clubs, particularly as sports leadership 
changed, to govern activities on the Green and ensure a smooth transition to cricket 
following the football season. Members reviewed and approved the Football Club’s 
request for a match on Monday 21st April in support of the newly appointed 
Chairwoman. The 2026 recovery window was agreed: restoration work to begin 
following the final football match on 18th April, with children’s cricket commencing on 
Friday 1st May. AB will consider potential new rules for discussion with WGS at the next 
Green Coordination Group meeting. 
 

g. Clerk’s Update 
- Council Membership: The vacancy continued to be advertised. 
- Songhurst Meadow Car Park Height Barrier: The upright post had been changed. 

Although the appearance was not of the same quality, it was further into the ground. 
The cross-beam repair was unsatisfactory, and it had now removed for repair in a 
workshop. 

- Songhurst Meadow Dog Fouling: Since the introduction of the dogs on leads policy, 
there had been a marked improvement although this could also relate to public rights 
of way now being dry and accessible. CDC had advised that ‘for fouling’ needed to be 
added to the notices after ‘enforcement penalties’. 

- School Road Water Leaks: The leak in the verge had been repaired and the stones 
covered with soil. Southern Water had now attended the other leak in the Little Green 
and revealed a blocked WSCC surface water gully. WSCC would arrange jetting or 
include as part of the Operation Watershed scheme. The Clerk would continue to 
monitor as she still suspected there is a water leak in the vicinity. 

- UK/Ukraine Friendship Flag: This had again been removed from the flagpole. It was 
agreed not to replace it. 

- Playground Inspection Training: The Clerk would be undertaking training in 
Southwater in July. She advised that the wetpour surface had deteriorated further 
over the winter and although minor patching repairs had been undertaken, it was a 
temporary fix. The subbase and rubber were now failing. The grass and weeds in the 
Tigermulch had been treated. 

- Annual Parish Meeting – Wednesday 23rd April: Members were reminded to attend 
this meeting. The Chairman would be presenting community awards. 

- Other matters to report since the publication of the agenda 

• Zoar Chapel: The Clerk attended an event in the Chapel, the first time she had 
ever visited the Listed building. She was made aware of a surface water drainage 
issue that was affecting the Chapel and adjacent cottages; details were provided. 
She had provided the minister with Operation Watershed details and would assist 
as needed. Members supported this action. 

• Three Crowns Licensing Application: The Parish Council had just received details 
of a new premises licence application. Members reviewed it and agreed the hours 
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of the existing licence should be retained. Although wanting to support a new 
business, outdoor music had been a cause of concern and significant disturbance 
and distress to neighbours when operating regularly over the summer. It was 
agreed that music should be restricted to indoors only, inline with the Cricketers 
Arms, noting that Temporary Event Notices could be obtained to deviate from the 
licence. The response was delegated to SW, DH and the Clerk. 
 

7. New Items for Discussion: 
 

a. Stable Field – use as a car park for the School Fair: 
Members were reminded that RunWisborough was using the field for car parking. The 
organisers had been in contact with the site manager who confirmed that access would be 
provided through the new entrance – the other entrance was now pedestrian only. As the 
surface had been disturbed, wet weather and ground conditions could prevent use. 
Members approved use for the School Fair a week after the run and, in line with 
RunWisborough, required traffic marshals to control parking. The Fair organisers to liaise 
directly with the site manager. Clerk to issue agreement form. 

 
b. Risk Assessments: 

Members approved the Community Speed Watch and Speed Indicator Device Operation 
assessments as tabled. 
 

8. Correspondence: 
 

A list detailing the correspondence and updates received since the last meeting was circulated 
and displayed. Members were reminded to request any information of interest if it had not 
been circulated. 
 

Correspondence – Details of emails and letters received. 

Durbans Road resident – enquiring if the dogs on lead policy was permanent. Clerk responded to 
advise that it was required to address a serious health concern and that the Parish Council would 
review. 

WSALC – NALC Chief Executives Bulletin – Circulated. Section 137 expenditure limit for parish and 
town councils in England for the 2025/26 financial year. The new limit is £11.10 per elector, up from 
£10.81 in 2024/25. WG has 1265 electors (£14,041.50 limit). Highligted. 

BEAT – thank you for donation. 

St Peter’s PCC – thank you for the donation and continued support. 

CDC – latest newsletter on Devolution and Local Government reorganisation. Circulated. 

Rural Services Network – The Rural Bulletin. 

WSCC - A panel with the aim to represent those who have low digital confidence and/or skills is being 
created to test WSCC digital products and services. Details forwarded to the Parish magazine and 
poster for the noticeboard. 

4Sight Vision Support – thank you for the donation and continued support. 

Open Space Society – March newsletter. 

Resident – highlighting the spelling mistakes on the A272 roadworks boards – she informed the 
company. 
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WSALC – highlighting the Smaller Authorities Proper Practices Panel (SAPPP) published the 2025 
edition of the Practitioners' Guide which applies to Annual Governance and Accountability Returns 
(AGAR) for the financial years commencing on or after 1 April 2025. 
The most notable changes to the Practitioners' Guide this year are: 

• Email management - every authority must now have a generic email account hosted on an authority 
owned domain, for example clerk@abcparishcouncil.gov.uk or clerk@abcparishcouncil.org.uk rather 
than abcparishclerk@gmail.com or abcparishclerk@outlook.com. 

• A new Assertion 10 has been added to clarify data compliance, previously covered under Assertion 3. 
• Guidance on Assertion 9 (Trust Funds) has been updated to reflect changes to the AGAR for 2025-26 

when Cells 11a and 11b will be replaced with a single cell 11. 
The website and email address requirements were highlighted. To be given further consideration. 
Clerk to make enquiries. 

Air Ambulance Charity – thank you for donation. 

WSCC – undertaking school admission, relevant area consultation, determining who should be 
consulted. 

CDC - From 1 April 2025, the responsible authority for ordinary watercourses (drains, ditches, 
culverts, small rivers) moves from CDC to WSCC as the Lead Local Flood Authority.  Details of roles 
and responsibilities provided. 

Rural Services Network – The Rural Bulletin.  

St Catherine’s Hospice – thank you for donation. 

Billinghshurst Road Resident – concerned about the height of new gates at Farnfold. The Clerk 
provided planning link to review and advised to contact CDC if still concerned. 

Durbans Road resident – comments regarding the Stable Field application – circulated. 

WSCC – promoting Road Safety Facebook page – Clerk put details onto the village Facebook page. 

WSCC - continue partnership with UKHarvest and have extended the initiative until April 2026. Each 
hub location will host a Community Food Hub where, for a small voluntary donation, residents can 
bring their own bags and collect a wide selection of surplus food that would have otherwise gone to 
waste. Poster for the noticeboard and sent to the Parish magazine, if space. 

Sussex Police Rural Crime Team (RCT) as we’re launching a new Street Surgeries initiative, aimed at 
engaging directly with rural communities across the county. 
These sessions will give residents the opportunity to: 
Meet members of the Rural Crime Team and learn more about the work we do in rural areas 
Raise any rural crime concerns—such as livestock worrying, poaching, machinery theft, or fly-tipping 
Receive tailored crime prevention advice relevant to farms, smallholdings, equestrian yards, and 
other rural properties 
Learn about and sign up to initiatives like Neighbourhood Watch and DISC (online information-sharing 
system) 
Clerk responded to advise of August Fete as a good opportunity as space is available. Members 
supported this action. 

CDC – Invitation from Cllr Clare Apel, Chair of Chichester District Council, to the Chairman for a 
reception at CDC on 15 May 7 to 9 pm. The Chairman would attend. 

SDNP – April News - including updates on our 15th birthday, access improvements, working with 
neurodivergent people and the fight to save an ancient downland church. 

Weekly updates from NALC, press releases from CDC and WSCC. 

CDC – confirmation of Precept payments – 11 April and 12 September. Highlighted. 

WSALC – details of training opportunities – circulated. DH confirmed that he undertook new 
councillor training on 27th March 2025. 

Active Sussex – details of free events designed for clubs, welfare officers and safeguarding 
leads working in sport and physical activity settings – forwarded to Wisborough Green Sports 
Committee. Noted. 

Wisborough Green Sports Chairman – letter thanking Parish Council for its support over the 
new Pavilion – circulated. Comments were noted. 
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9. Finance: 
 

a. Bank Reconciliation: The Clerk confirmed that the year-end bank reconciliations for all the 
bank accounts had been checked by HT and confirmed by the internal auditor; details had 
been circulated. 

 
b. Accounts for Payment: 

The Clerk displayed the final Payment List for March and the April 2025 list that were 
approved. To be paid on 15th April 2025 unless stated otherwise. 
 

Online payments from the Barclays Community Account 

Payee Amount 
£ 

Description 

Paid 25th March 2025 
Arun & Chichester Citizens Advice 

100.00 Donation agreed 18.03.25 

Kent Surrey Sussex Air Ambulance 200.00 Donation agreed 18.03.25 

4Sight Vision Support 80.00 Donation agreed 18.03.25 

St Catherine’s Hospice 80.00 Donation agreed 18.03.25 

St Peter Ad Vincula WG 1,500.00 Donation agreed 18.03.25 towards grass 
maintenance and clock  

Community Minibus Association 
West Sussex 

350.00 Donation agreed 18.03.25 

Billingshurst Emergency Assistance 
Team 

100.00 Donation agreed 18.03.25 

JWS Landscapes 150.00 Songhurst Meadow shrub border cutting 

Wetton Cleaning Services Ltd 870.47 Public toilet cleaning contract for March 

Mrs L Davies 355.00 No waiting cones, tree guards, APM expenses, 
postage 

Chichester District Council 2,134.08 Annual litter bin emptying – 16 x Green, 2 x 
Songhurst Meadow 

Paid 31st March 2025 
St Peter Ad Vincula WG 

100.00 Distribution of March newsletter 

West Sussex County Council 2,224.49 Clerk’s salary and oncosts for March 

I F C Davies 120.00 Songhurst Meadow – removing tree supports and 
adding stimmer guard 

Greaves Design Ltd Cheque 1000 114.00 Website and PHP update 

 £8,478.04  

 

Paid 15th April 2025 
Mr P Sweeney 

30.00 Allotment deposit refund for plot 9B 

WSALC Ltd 572.50 WSALC & NALC Subscriptions for 2025/26 

Sussex Land Services 806.26 Village Green grass cutting contract for March 

West Sussex County Council 57.38 Payroll administration charge 1 Oct 2024 – 31 
March 2025 

April Skies Accounting 209.10 Final internal audit for year end March 2026 

Society of Local Council Clerks 240.00 Clerk’s annual membership subscription 

 £1,915.24 
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Payments from the Barclays Community Account 

Date Amount 
£ 

Payee Description 

05.03.25 39.54 Flags & 
Flagpoles 

Debit Card – Replacement UK/Ukraine friendship flag 

06.03.25 291.71 NEST Direct Debit – Clerk’s pension - February 

07.03.25 52.89 Helloprint Debit Card – Songhurst Meadow dog signs 

07.03.25 12.60 IONOS Auto Debit Card – monthly email fee & extra security 

18.03.25 41.73 EDF Energy Direct Debit – public toilets monthly electricity supply 

20.03.25 12.61 IONOS Auto Debit Card – Monthly website hosting fee 

25.03.25 11.99 HP Instant Ink Auto Debit Card – Monthly ink replacement service 

27.03.25 149.14 Business Stream Direct Debit – public toilets water & drainage 

04.04.25 291.71 NEST Direct Debit - Clerk’s pension for March 

04.04.25 70.56 JRB Enterprises Debit Card - Dog waste bags for dispenser 2 x 800 

07.04.25 12.60 IONOS Cloud 
Ltd 

Auto Debit Card – month email charge 

 £987.08   

 
Payments to the Barclays Community Account 

Date Amount 
£ 

Payee Description 

10.03.24 8.44 IONOS Cloud Ltd Refund for website extended support 

Various 368.46 Allotment 
tenants 

Allotment rent from 1st April 2025 

04.04.25 1,801.95 HMRC VAT refund (1 January – 31 March 2025) 

15.04.25 44,500.00 CDC 50% of Precept 

15.04.25 52,215.39 CDC Community Infrastructure Funding for Stable Field 
 £98,894.24   

 
Bank Transfers 

Date Amount 
£ 

From To 

25.03.25 5,000.00 From Barclays Business 
Reserve Account 

Bank Transfer to Barclays Community Account 

31.03.25 2,000.00 From Barclays Business 
Reserve Account 

Bank Transfer to Barclays Community Account 

 £7,000.00   

 
c. Society of Local Council Clerks: Members approved membership for the Clerk and 

authorised expenditure of £240 for the annual subscription. 
 

d. Year-End Position:  
A report for the year-end 31st March 2025 was circulated in advance of the meeting and 
displayed. There were no further questions. To balance and zero the budget, the transfers 
to reserves totalling £41,679.65 were agreed: 

- General - £4,518.40 
- Playground Project - £5,000 
- Maintenance - £4,900 (outstanding work from 2024/2025) 
- Allotment Deposits - £170 
- Watershed Projects - £22,841.25 (WSCC Funding for School Road) 
- Legal / Professional - £2,000 
- New Reserve - Neighbourhood Plan £2,250 
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e. Fixed Asset Register: 
The Register for year-end 31st March 2025 was circulated in advance of the meeting and 
displayed. Explanation was given to the original and insurance valuations, policy and 
register adjustment. The Clerk confirmed that the Village Hall Management were obtaining 
an updated insurance valuation for the Hall. Members noted these comments and 
approved the Register. The Chairman suggested that the old projector could be sold. 
 

f. Internal Auditor’s Year-end Report:  
The Clerk confirmed that Mr Mike Platten of April Skies Consulting had undertaken the 
annual internal audit. His full report had been circulated in advance of the meeting, along 
with the AGAR for 2024/2025.  Members noted both reports and approved the 
expenditure for the Council to subscribe to an online accounts system which had been 
included in budget. The Clerk to make further cost enquiries, the final decision was 
delegated to the Clerk. 
 

g. Annual Governance Statement for 2024/2025: The statement had been circulated to all in 
advance of the meeting and displayed. Members reviewed the wording of all assertions 
and resolved that a ‘Yes’ response should be given to all statements and signed by the 
Chairman and Clerk.  

 
h. Accounting Statements for 2024/2025: The statement had been circulated to all in advance 

of the meeting and displayed. The Chairman proposed that the Account Statements be 
approved, and the Annual Return submitted. All were in favour. Clerk to send details to 
the External Auditor and display the statutory notice at the appropriate time.  

 
i. Community Infrastructure Monitoring Report for year-end March 2024: The report, 

showing no expenditure and the retained balance, was approved; Clerk to submit to CDC 
and display on the website. 

 
j. Community Infrastructure Levy: Members noted the recent receipt of the Community 

Infrastructure Levy of £52,215 and agreed that £20,000 should be transferred to the 
Redwood Bank 35-day notice account and that a 31-day notice account with Cambridge 
and Counties could be opened after consideration by the Clerk of forthcoming 
expenditure. The decision delegated to the Clerk with signatories in line with the other 
accounts. This would allow funds to earn interest and keep all investments under the 
£85,000 Financial Services Compensation Scheme limit. Spending consideration at the 
next meeting. 

 
10. Planning 

 
a. New Planning Applications: The following planning applications were reviewed. Application 

details had been circulated in advance of the meeting and were also displayed: 
 

Application Number & Detail 

WR/25/00731/TCA  
Old School House School Road Wisborough Green RH14 0DT 
Notification of intention to fell 1 no. Unknown tree. 
O.S. Grid Ref. 505030/126003 
No Objection 
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WR/25/00710/FUL 
Remmus Designer Homes Ltd 
Stable Field Kirdford Road Wisborough Green  
Erection of 8 no. dwellings with associated vehicular and pedestrian access, infrastructure, car parking, 
landscaping and open space - Application under Section 73 to vary Condition 2 (approved plans) and 
Condition 9 (water neutrality) of planning permission WR/22/00618/FUL to allow for the erection of 
entrance gates and amendments to the wording of the Water Neutrality Scheme. 
 
Response delegated to the Clerk and Chairman. 
 
Objection to the entrance gates 

• Out of character with the rural setting 

• Negative impact on community cohesion 

• Urbanisation of a rural village 

• Contrary to local and national planning policy 
 

 No Objection to the water neutrality word change. 
 

WR/25/00565/DOM  
1 The Luth Wisborough Green RH14 0BZ 
Demolition of existing carport and rear ground floor extension, change use of garage to habitable 
accommodation with new pitched roof, erection of new single-storey rear extension and front porch, 
removal of chimney on rear elevation, installation of 1 no. chimney on side elevation and 1 no. flue on 
front elevation, with various alterations including changes to fenestration. Installation of oil tank and 
screening - (variation of Condition 2 of Planning Permission WR/23/02867/DOM - to vary roof to existing 
garage and rear extension to flat roof, with larger footprint, alterations to fenestration and cladding and 
removal of chimney on side elevation and flue on front elevation. 
O.S. Grid Ref. 504703/126171 
No Objection but in view of the Parish Council’s support of dark sky policies and initiatives,  
would request that automatic dusk to dawn blinds to be installed on the roof lights to prevent the egress 
of light at night. 
 

WR/25/00834/DOM  
21 Butts Meadow Wisborough Green RH14 0BT 
Two storey rear extension. 
No Objection but in view of the Parish Council’s support of dark sky policies and initiatives,  
would request that automatic dusk to dawn blinds to be installed on the roof lights to prevent the egress 
of light at night. 
 

WR/25/00658/FUL  
Renewable Connections Developments Limited 
Land To The South, South West And North West Of Malham Farm And North West Of Oakwood Farm  
Newpound Wisborough Green RH14 0AP 
Proposed construction, operation and decommissioning of a solar farm and associated infrastructure. 
O.S. Grid Ref. 506187/128711 
Objection - Response delegated to AJ and the Clerk. 
 

• Visual impact and landscape change 

• Loss of productive farmland – better alternatives 

• Widening of rural lane – traffic impact and vehicle movements 

• Visibility and impact on drivers – glint and glare. 

• Layout of site and panel height yet to be determined so the application is incomplete 
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b. District Council Decisions: The following were noted: 

 

Application Number Application Details CDC Decision 

WR/21/03019/FUL Sports Pavilion, Butts Meadow, Wisborough Green 
Demolition of existing sports pavilion and erection of a 
replacement building 

PERMIT 
 
 
 

WR/24/01340/FUL  Coal Yard Newpound Wisborough Green  
Proposed storage compound consisting of 53 storage 
containers with associated parking and landscaping. 
O.S. Grid Ref. 506193/126702 
 

REFUSE 
OUTSIDE SETTLEMENT 
AREA – COUNTRYSIDE 
LOCATION NOT 
REQUIRED 
SIGNIFICANT 
INTENSIFICATION OF 
SITE USE – ADVERSE 
IMPACT 

WR/24/02162/FUL  
 

Land South Of Dunhurst Barn Skiff Lane  
Change use of land to mixed agricultural and private 
equestrian, with the erection of a stable building, 
menage and track and associated ground works. 
O.S. Grid Ref. 503411/127376 
 

 
PERMIT 

WR/24/02789/TCA  
 

Wickets Cottage Petworth Road Wisborough Green  
Notification of intention to crown reduce by up to 1.5m, 
crown thin by 30% and remove lower epicormic growth 
on 2 no. Silver Birch trees (quoted as 1 and 2). 
O.S. Grid Ref. 504911/125894 
 

PERMIT 

WR/24/02459/FUL 
 

Fishers Adventure Farm Park Newpound Lane 
Wisborough Green  
New vehicular exit and associated works and gate. 
O.S. Grid Ref. 505852/126780 
 

PERMIT 
REQUIRED TO KEEP 
OBSTRUCTIONS TO 
VISIBLITY BELOW 60CM 

WR/25/00311/TPA 
 

2 Carters Way Wisborough Green  
Pollard down (to 5.5m in height and radial spread of 
approx 1.5m) on 1 no. Varigated Box Elder tree (quoted 
as T1) within Area, A1 subject to WR/68/01110/TPO. 
O.S. Grid Ref. 504519/125945 
 

PERMIT 

WR/25/00120/DOM  
 

The Gatehouse School Road Wisborough Green  
Oak framed 3 bay garage with integrated workshop. 
O.S. Grid Ref. 505060/126050 
 

WITHDRAWN 
 
 
 

 
The Chairman expressed disappointment that the Parish Council’s safety concerns regarding the 
Fishers Farm planning application were peremptorily dismissed by the CDC Planning 
Committee; he gave details of the councillors’ responses.  He highlighted that the Parish Council 
only referred important issues to this committee for consideration and felt that this should have 
been acknowledged. As no District Councillors were present, he would write instead. Members 
supported this action. 
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c. Enforcement Updates by CDC: No further updates currently. There were 4 outstanding 
enforcement matters: Shepherd’s Hut removal, Farm Shop extension, Jays Barn outbuilding 
and Fishers Farm glamping pods. 

 
11. Other Reports: 
 

a. Allotments: 
Tenancy Update: Rent requests had been set out at the end of March. There were currently 
two vacant plots. The two tenants who had been asked to tidy plots were now doing so; a 
further inspection would be undertaken.  
Shed Application: Members approved a small shed on Plot 11A. 
 

b. Health & Safety:  No matters to report. 
 
12. Any Other Matters to Report:  

 
a. The Clerk confirmed that path repairs had now started. 

 
13. Date of Next Meeting: 

Annual Parish Meeting – Wednesday 23rd April 2025 at 7.30 pm 
Planning Committee – Tuesday 6th May 2025 at 8.00 pm (only if required)  
Parish Council Meeting – Tuesday 20th May 2025 at 7.45 pm 

 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.25 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed by the Chairman:  ………………………………………………………… Dated:   ……………………………. 
 


