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     MINUTES OF THE 
   PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Date: Tuesday 17th June 2025 
 
Present: Mr D Hill (DH), Mr A Jackson (AJ), Mr M Watson (MW), Mrs S Winship (SW) (Chair) 

 
Apologies: Mr A Burbridge (AB), Mr P Drummond (PD), Mr M Foster (MF), Mr T Worrall (TW) 
 
In Attendance: Mrs L Davies, Clerk  

County Cllr J Duncton 
District Cllr G Evans 
District Cllr C Todhunter 

  
Members of Public:  None 

 
The Chair opened the meeting at 7.45 pm and welcomed everyone.  
 
1. Apologies for Absence: 

Apologies were received and accepted from Mr Burbridge, Mr Drummond, Mr Foster and  
Mr Worrall.  

 
2. Declaration of Members’ Interests: 

SW declared that her mother was a neighbour to Little Friars, the planning application.  
 
3. Minutes of the Last Meeting: 

One amendment was made. Page 149, 16b. The payment authorisation date was 20th May 2025 
and not 21st May 2024. The Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 20th May 2025 were then 
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

 
4. District/County Councillor Updates: 

 
West Sussex County Council (WSCC): Cllr Duncton was in attendance from 8.05 pm until 8.14 
pm. Her report was circulated in advance of the meeting, summarised below. 
- Operation Watershed: Since it was set up in 2013, the scheme had allocated some £5.3 

million for community led work for 178 Groups on 479 schemes. 
- Safe and Well Visits: 5,948 visits had been made which involved members of Fire and 

Rescue meeting residents at homes and advising to keep them safe in their homes for as 
long as possible. This has also included the installation of 4,644 smoke alarms. 

- Safe Drive, Stay Alive: 3,530 secondary school pupils attended sessions in 2024/25.  The 
sessions pulled no punches when it came to road safety and involved real life experiences. 
It also required 2,333 hours of volunteer support to put these events on. 

- Fire & Rescue:  8 new medium off road pumping appliances have been acquired. 
- Potholes: 144.767 had been addressed, so progress was being made.  It had to be 

acknowledged, without it looking like an excuse, that our roads were not originally built for 
the volume and weight of modern traffic. 

- Road Signs: WSCC has started cleaning and so far 2635 (hopefully more by now) have been 
cleaned.   

- Drainage Gullies: 123,000 have been cleansed. 
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- Trading Standards: Busy and had two big prosecutions recently; one shop selling illegal 
items and the other for food hygiene regulations. 

- Devolution and local Government Reorganisation: Considerable work was being 
undertaken. Gearing up for the Mayoral elections in 2026 and some names were now 
being mentioned on social media. More information would be relayed over time. The 
implications for Parish Councils were unknown but some might be looking to take on 
additional responsibilities.  

 
Chichester District Council (CDC): Cllrs Evans and Todhunter were in attendance from 8.20 pm 
to 8.33 pm.  Their report was circulated in advance of the meeting, summarised below. 

  
Local Updates 
- Kirdford Pavilion: Congratulations to Kirdford on the opening of their new pavilion. 
- Blind Lane, Lurgashall (within the Loxwood Ward): CDC was successful in securing an 

injunction to prevent any further works taking place on the land and the movement of 
caravans or vehicles onto the land. CDC has also served a Stop Notice alongside an 
Enforcement Notice. These notices repeat the requirements of the injunction, but the 
Enforcement Notice also requires the use of the land to cease and for the land to be 
returned to its former condition. The Enforcement Notice takes effect on 20 June 2025 and 
the occupiers should comply with the requirements of the notice within 4 months of the 
notice taking effect. There is a right to appeal the notice. The occupiers have not yet 
lodged an appeal, but they have until the 20 June to do so. 

- Solar Farm Application, Wisborough Green/Loxwood: Cllr Evans attended a residents’ 
meeting to understand the concerns over this application. A well organised Local campaign 
group has been formed, which expressed gratitude that both Loxwood and Wisborough 
Green Parish Councils put in their own objections. The MP has also added his own 
objection, as would Cllr Evans. 

- Foxbridge Application: The following update has been provided by CDC: “The applicants 
have dedicated considerable time to developing their solution for water neutrality, 
although a final version is not yet ready for submission. NE objected to the proposed 
solution; however, Officers agreed that a final attempt could be made due to the 
complexities of achieving water neutrality for this site. We agreed that a draft water 
neutrality statement could be provided, and one was submitted in late March, which I 
forwarded to our external consultant for review. The review highlighted the need for 
additional information, which the applicants are aware of (and currently working on) and I 
will soon be informing the applicants of additional information required, which arose in 
respects of water quality. The applicants are now working to address this and submit a final 
version. Once I receive the final version, I will need to forward to our external consultant 
again for review, and complete another AA and consult with NE.” Officers are aiming for a 
July planning committee. 
 

CDC Wide Updates 
- Licensing Act 2003 Annual Fee Scam: CDC have been made aware of recent incidents within 

Sussex where holders of a Premises Licence or Personal Licence under the Licensing Act 2003 
have been telephoned and advised that their licence has expired, and that they need to 
make an immediate payment to reinstate it. These have been scamming calls. CDC had 
written to all License holders to make them aware. 

- Relaxation of licensing hours during the semi-finals and final of the 2025 UEFA Women’s 
European Championship: Following the February consultation, the Home Office have 
confirmed that licensed premises under the Licensing Act 2003 will be allowed to stay open 
until 1am if England or Wales reach the semi-final and/or Final of the Women’s UEFA 
European Championships this summer. This is for the sale of alcohol for consumption on the 
premises only. This extension follows on from previous successful national extensions for 
significant events, such as VE Day and the Men’s Euros in 2024. As with similar extensions 
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granted by the Government, it will be very important for holders of Premises Licences to 
carefully consider the exact terms of their licence and the impact the extension will have. 
The full details of the extension are yet to be announced. 

 
- Cllr Todhunter advised that the Solar Farm application would be taken to either the August 

or September Planning Committee. The Campaign Group was querying the highways report 
particularly following a recent accident. 

- Cllr Evans had chased the response for the Tree Preservation Order. He was disappointed 
with the response and also the time it had taken to respond to the Parish Council. They had 
subsequently received confirmation that additional staff were being recruited to this 
department. 

 
The Chair expressed her strong disappointment regarding her recent representation at two CDC 
Planning Committee meetings and the discussion and decisions reached for both Fishers Farm 
Park and Stable Field. A Parish Council offered local opinion and observations, and she felt that 
on both occasions not only did the councillors demonstrate clear misunderstanding, but the 
Parish Council was not given the opportunity to address these comments. For the Stable Field 
gate application, some of these comments were conjecture and clearly influenced the decision. 
She also asked Cllr Todhunter, who was the Committee Chairman, why he abstained from voting 
for the Fishers Farm Park exit, but voted to support the Stable Field gates. 
 
Cllr Todhunter explained that he always had to consider if there were material considerations 
that could be justified to a Planning Inspector. For the Stable Field application there were no 
material considerations that would allow refusal. The gate was in keeping with a rural area. For 
the Fishers Farm application, the Highways report determined that the exit was acceptable and 
unfortunately, highways representations were difficult to challenge. He confirmed that if the 
vegetation was allowed to grow above 60cm, CDC Enforcement would be involved. Accident 
liability would rest with WSCC Highways for approving the exit. If this had been refused against 
the WSCC highways report and then considered by a planning inspector, costs could be awarded 
against CDC.  A Parish Council could challenge highways reports if it could produce statistical 
evidence to support its argument. 
 
The frustration at not being able to respond to Councillors’ questions or misunderstandings was 
highlighted. Cllr Todhunter advised that it was at the Chairman’s discretion to allow further 
clarification from speakers and advised keeping a hand held up to gain his attention. 

 
5. Public Questions:  

There were no members of public present. 
 
6. Policy Documents: 

Members resolved to adopt the following policies, unchanged unless indicated: 
 

a. Anti-Harassment and Bullying Policy 
b. Employee Disciplinary Policy 
c. Employee Absence Policy 
d. Employee Code of Conduct 
e. Equality and Diversity Policy 
f. Grievance Policy 
g. Bench Donation Policy – to be amended with 2025 indicative costs. 
h. Child & Vulnerable Persons Protection Policy – the Clerk was appointed as the Protection Officer. 
i. Filming on The Green Policy – To be inserted at the end ‘The Parish Council reserves the 

right to refuse the request.’ The charges were unchanged. 
j. Health & Safety Policy 
k. Village Sign Policy 
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7. Report on on-going matters: 

 
a. Neighbourhood Plan (NP): 

The following update was provided by the Clerk: 

• An update article and Call for Sites would be included in the next Parish magazine. 

• The site assessment criteria were currently being reviewed by the consultant. The NP 
Group would then assess all existing and new sites. 

• The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government had just announced that 
NP grant funding and technical support had been withdrawn. The Parish Council 
would therefore need to fund the process. At this stage, the Clerk was unaware of the 
availability of other funding. 

 
b. Traffic Management: 

• Double Yellow Lines TRO Application: The application had been submitted. SW, DH, 
TW and the Clerk had met to review the lines opposite the Cricketers Arms. The 
application included the extension by 7m which improved junction visibility and 
allowed better access to the Cricketers Arms car park.  

• School Keep Clear Markings (Zig Zag Lines): Having reviewed, it was proposed to 
submit an application to extend the lines by 9m across the crossing point in an 
attempt to keep the crossing and visibility clear. This was supported. 

• Village Parking: Having made strong representation to CDC, SW advised that CDC 
Enforcement did attend last Friday evening. They made their presence known and 
moved vehicles on, acting in an advisory capacity. She had spoken to the officers and 
requested that they also review the Butts Meadow junction and possibly attend 
Sunday cricket matches. CDC was recruiting further enforcement officers which was 
encouraging. 
Following further residents’ concerns, SW, DH and the Clerk had met with Wisborough 
Green Sports (WGS) representatives last evening. Explanation had been given to the 
concerns raised by residents and the Parish Council’s rationale and application for 
further double yellow lines, and the enforcement request. WGS updated on the action 
they were taking, advising that it was difficult to recruit volunteers to help. SW had 
suggested that a hard line (membership suspended or revoked) could be taken with 
parents who parked dangerously and were disrespectful to both WGS volunteers and 
residents. It was acknowledged that the Cricketers Arms was also busy, but hopefully 
the use of Stable Field as a car park next year would resolve the situation; there would 
be no excuse to park inconsiderately.  SW provided details of a windscreen note that 
she had prepared for WGS and they would use. This action was supported. 
 

c. Pavilion: 

• Lease: AJ advised that he and the Clerk had now met to consider the Lease for the 
current building. The Parish Council and WGS Trustees had agreed to continue with 
the existing lease, with slightly adjustment, for the three-year planning permission 
period. Having reviewed, he and the Clerk felt that linking the Lease to the Village 
Green Policy would address many of the management concerns. WGS had previously 
agreed the Policy but slight adjustment was required, for example, including reference 
to mechanical rolling on the Green. Once in place, work would resume on the new 
Lease which would incorporate elements from the Licence, again linking to the Policy. 
Members agreed to this approach and for the Policy to be reviewed at the next 
meeting. 

• Schedule of Dilapidations: Following the last meeting, the Clerk had written to WGS 
attaching the most up to date report with the outstanding items highlighted. They had 
been given until 31st July to complete. MW advised that he would meet with the WGS 
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representative just before the July Parish Council meeting to provide a progress 
update.  

• Replacement Pavilion: The solicitor’s response had now been received. He advised  
‘In the original correspondence I gave  my view that if the new pavilion had a greater 
footprint than the one that had been in existence for many years and the use of 
the  Pavilion was more than ancillary to the sports use of the adjacent land, it was 
likely to be an illegal construction within the meaning of the legislation relating to 
Village Green[s]. If nothing else this would severely inhibit the availability of grants 
and loans towards the construction of the new pavilion. Any person can institute 
proceedings so there is no control over who can take action.  The action would be 
primarily the Club as the builder, but undoubtedly the Council, as landowner would be 
involved. 
It might be possible to deregister the site of the (new) pavilion but only by dedicating 
other land in the vicinity as a Village Green in replacement.   If this is a possibility I can 
advise further on this, but the procedure is not straightforward.’ 
 
The Clerk highlighted that a similar response had also been received from the Open 
Spaces Society. 
 
AJ advised that this confirmed the legal advice given previously, based upon Victorian 
Laws, and that WGS had been made aware in the past. One of the WGS Trustees had 
also provided examples where building had occurred which was likely to set a 
precedent. There was a risk. However, the proposal was not developing the whole 
Green although he acknowledged that the size had significantly increased. He 
highlighted that the original Pavilion, on a different footprint, had also increased in 
size when rebuilt. MW reminded members of the history of the project. It was 
acknowledged that since the original consultation events, the village, people and 
attitudes had changed. It was essential to ensure that the village supported the new 
building particularly as there was an expectation by WGS that Community 
Infrastructure Funding, received by the village, would be used to help fund.  It was 
also important to ensure that the building was viable and that the village was not left 
with a large unused building if the current sports structure declined. 
It was agreed that: 

• A consultation event to be held, possibly linked with the Neighbourhood Plan 
consultation, later in the year. 

• The consultation to be organised by the Parish Council. 

• As it impacted upon the village and Wisborough Green funding was to be used, 
only Wisborough Green residents could contribute. 

• Different options to be provided: Retain current building with improvements, 
potentially the 2000 approved building or other and the design recently 
approved by CDC. 

• For the approved building, to also seek opinion on registering a further Village 
Green to compensate for the increased size. 

 
d. Stable Field – ground level and Sustainable Drainage System: The developer had now 

advised that they would: 

• Remove all subsoil that has been used to raise levels. 

• Locate vent to a more suitable location. 

• Regrade and spread topsoil to the original level, infilling any low points. 

• Spread seed over the entire area. 

• Clear ditch as approved. 

• Not need to consult CDC as these works would result in the works finishing as per the 
approved plans. 
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The neighbours had been informed. Members were happy with this response but agreed 
that a further review was required in a couple of months to ensure that the work was 
undertaken. DH to monitor. 

 
e. School Road Operation Watershed: MW gave explanation to the work that was undertaken 

to install a new road gully, undertake repairs in an existing chamber and reinstate the 
ditch. The work uncovered a spring which had caused the bank to collapse, and a tree was 
also suffering as a result. The WSCC specification had increased the ditch depth by 100mm 
and with the vertical sides, it did appear considerably deeper. Unfortunately, about one 
third of the channel was now holding water as the fall was slightly incorrect due to tree 
roots. MW had raised this with the contractor, requesting that some clay be put back, but 
no response to date. As it had been prepared to WSCC specification, he felt that the Parish 
Council may need to resolve. He made two suggestions: 40mm stone with mesh on top to 
prevent stones from being lifted, or obtain clay, possible from Stable Field. It was not 
anticipated to cost over £500. Members supported either option, authorised expenditure 
from the Watershed Reserve and delegated the decision to MW and the Clerk. 

 
f. Clerk’s Update: 

• Council Membership: One expression of interest had been received. 

• Public Houses Licensing Applications: Having received concerns about music at the 
Cricketers Arms, advice was sought from CDC. CDC advised that under Home Office 
Revised Guidance, dated February 2025, no licence was required for unamplified or 
amplified music between 08.00 and 23.00 hrs on any day for premises authorised to 
sell alcohol, provided that the audience did not exceed 500. Any concerns were to be 
reported to CDC Environmental Protection and neighbours of the Cricketers Arms had 
been advised.  In terms of the Three Crowns application, SW, DH, the Clerk and some 
close neighbours had met with the new landlords and discussed previous concerns. It 
was a productive meeting, the landlords having experience and willing to work with 
the village. They envisaged a family orientated establishment with a few outdoor 
events a year. As a result of this discussion and the Home Office guidance, the Parish 
Council’s previous objection had been withdrawn. This action was supported. 

• Kirdford Road New Footway: Land registry and details of the Byelaws had been 
provided to WSCC. The legal department was now looking at how this could be 
achieved but if an application to the Secretary of State was required, it would likely 
delay the project into the next financial year. 

• Tree Removal: The failing tree by the playground had now been removed. The stump 
would be removed later in the year. 

• RunWisborough: It had been a great success and well organised. Despite the 
organisers best endeavours to provide different parking options and the promotion of 
car sharing, the number of cars had been overwhelming. It had a short impact on the 
village with the roads opening again before 11.30 am, with many competitors heading 
home earlier. Comments had been received from one Kirdford Road resident which 
would be forwarded to the committee. Stable Field had been used although capacity 
was limited this year. 

• School Fete: The use of the no parking cones had kept the village clear. The Green was 
very tidy after the event. Clerk to check that the cones had been returned neatly. 

• New Accounts Software: Two quotations had now been received. As AJ was familiar 
with the current software, the Clerk would like to discuss further with him. 

• August Newsletter Content: Thought to be given to possible articles. 

• Other matters to report since the publication of the agenda: 
- Parish Council Broadband Telephone: Issues had continued but following an 

engineer’s visit this morning, it would hopefully been resolved; some wire was 
replaced.  
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- Data Protection: Having attended a recent briefing, the Clerk advised that there 
was a new assertion on the end of year Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return (AGAR). She would undertake an audit to determine what further action 
the Council would need to take.  

- Tree Preservation Order – Glebe Fields/Champions Farm: The response from CDC 
had finally been received after chasing; circulated. Members were disappointed 
to note that CDC did not consider placing orders on the trees appropriate at this 
time. Members agreed that further advice should be sought from Mr Steve 
Tilbury, Planning Consultant, to challenge this decision. 

 
8. New Items for Discussion:  

 
a. Community Infrastructure Levy: It was agreed that as further councillor input was required, 

so to deferred to an extra Full Council meeting called on Tuesday 1st July in place of the 
Planning Committee meeting. However, members noted both the Clerk’s and MW’s 
observations that the playground wetpour (black) surface was now failing and agreed that 
a quotation to replace with Tigermulch be obtained. Delegated to the Clerk and MW. 
 

b. Songhurst Meadow Access Road: 
Under the transfer of the meadow to the Parish Council, the Council had the right to use 
the road owned by the Songhurst Meadow Residents’ Association (SMRA) for the benefit 
of the Parish owned land, the open space. Given the cost of replacing or repairing the road 
would be significant, the SMRA have written to say that they would expect the Parish 
Council to contribute to any repairs in line with the transfer. Representatives of the SMRA 
would therefore like to meet with Parish Council representatives about the use and agree a 
process/approach to determining any amounts to be paid. A meeting to be arranged; 
SW/MW and the Clerk to attend. 
 

c. Cricket Club Sponsorship Signs: 
A request had been received to display a temporary sign/banner on the Pavilion during 
cricket matches and the Friday evening practice session. Members agreed to this request 
on the basis that signs were removed immediately after the event, stored in the Pavilion 
and not at the rear of the building. The permission was granted on a temporary basis for 
the current season only. Should a similar request be made next year, the arrangement 
would be reviewed at that time. 

 

d. Major Emergency Plan: 
It had been highlighted by Sussex Association of Local Councils (SALC) that with Devolution, 
it might be necessary for the Parish Council to take on an enhanced role in an emergency 
situation. To update the volunteer register, it was agreed to include an article and request 
for help in the next Parish Council newsletter. 
 

e. Zoar Chapel Operation Watershed Application: 
Details of the water damage to the Chapel and Chapel House was given. Members agreed 
that the Parih Council supported the application and that the Clerk to offer administrative 
support. 
 

f. Broadband and Telephone Contract: 
Details of the charge to remain with British Telecommunications (BT) was given; there was 
a small increase on the current charge. Members authorised remaining with BT in the 
hope that digital switchover could be avoided as the Clerk’s home currently had poor 
mobile reception and the line was required for the Emergency Plan. 
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g. Bin Store for Grass Cutting Bins: A resident had offered pre-used wooden bin covers. Being 
in the Conservation Area, members declined this kind offer as it would make the bins a 
permanent structure.  
 

9. Correspondence: 
A list detailing the correspondence and updates received since the last meeting was circulated 
and displayed. Members were reminded to request any information of interest if it had not 
been circulated. 

Correspondence – Details of emails and letters received. 

Redwood Bank – interest rates on the 35 Day Notice account reduced to 3.75% AER from 8th July 2025. 

Andrew Griffith MP – letter to all councillors updating on: Illegal planning. Sussex Police and scam alerts, 
Planning, Safe roads survey, Local business and SussExport 2025, Grant money, Devolution. Circulated to 
all. 

Cllr Duncton – update on her position as councillor and future plans – circulated. 

Rural Servies Network – weekly email update. 

Open Spaces Society – May newsletter. 

Southern Water – now published Final Draft Water Resources Management Plan 2024 - more 
information can be found at Save a little water.  

Brian Simith – letter regarding flying balloons from the village green. The Clerk advised that the Parish 
Council had in October 2023 confirmed he could fly his balloon from the Green for personal or charitable 
use but not commercial flights. Asked if there was an evening available – WGS training and match details 
sent. 

British Regional Transport Association - wants to see a new-build modern railway between Guildford-
Cranleigh-Horsham. In addition, the link, if built, would link Reading-Guildford-Horsham/South Coast and 
vice versa as well as access to a new proposed rail link arcing Guildford-Heathrow-Old Oak Common 
potentially, giving key access to major outlets and then to Gatwick from the south via Three Bridges. 
Questionnaire to complete. 

GACC – Notes on response to the Secretary of State for the final consultation on the Gatwick DCO. 

WSALC – Devolution conference for Chichester Towns and Parishes – Friday 4th July, 10 am to 1 pm, The 
Grange, Midhurst. SW and the Clerk to attend. 

CDC – Still time to register for planning training at CDC Chichester 
- Wednesday 18 June 2025 – 5pm – 7pm (the Clerk, MW and DH attending) 
- Monday 23 June 2025 – 5pm – 7pm  
 Each session will cover; 

• An overview of the Planning System 

• An introduction to Development Management and Planning Enforcement 

• Parish Council engagement and how to influence outcomes on planning applications 

• Material planning considerations 

• Changes to how the Development Management Division operates following the service review 

• Question and answer session 

Open Spaces Society – summer Open Space magazine. 

Kirdford Road resident – copied in on an email sent to Cllr Evans about parking at the top of the Green 
Lane asking if anything could be done – late night disturbance – lights and noise. 

Rural Services Network – weekly email news. 

WSCC Recycling survey. Circulated. 

SALC Newsletter – Summer 2025 – circulated. 

Kirdford Road resident – highlighting parking along Kirdford Road for RunWisborough, walking along the 
road, aggressive behaviour reported. Details to be forwarded to the RunWisborough organisers. 

GACC – Newsletter and notice of AGM – circulated. 

 

https://www.southernwater.co.uk/save-a-little-water/
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Local Resident – expressing concern at new trench in village green. In discussion with the Chair, the Clerk 
responded to advise that it was not a new trench, but the previous ditch had collapsed due to a new 
spring and that this work was undertaken as part of a WSCC scheme for flood prevention. The area 
would be levelled and the shuttering removed when the ground was stablished. 

SDNP – Planning Policy – Update. 

Resident – Email read out to the Council regarding the dogs on leads signs and the word ‘MUST’. The 
Clerk advised that she was still waiting for a photograph of a sign this resident considered suitable. She 
would then organise for replacement signs. The comments were noted and this action was supported. 

Forestry Commission – details of woodland grant for woodlands as small as one hectare, with 0.1ha 
minimum block size and covers capital costs and maintenance payments as well as extra stackable 
payments for woods which deliver wider benefits to society and the environment 

GACC – AGM Reminder – 26th June at 7.30 pm Capel Parish Hall. 

 
10. Planning 

a. New Applications: The following planning application was reviewed. Application details had 
been circulated in advance of the meeting and were also displayed: 

 

Application No. Application Details 

WR/25/01232/DOM - 
Case Officer: Eleanor 
Midlane-Ward 
 

Little Friars Newpound Lane Wisborough Green RH14 0EE 
Single storey rear extension following demolition of conservatory, partial 
garage conversion, front dormer extension and open porch. 
O.S. Grid Ref. 505058/126107 
No Objection but in view of the Council’s support of dark sky policies and 
initiatives, members requested that automatic dusk to dawn blinds to be 
installed on the roof lights to prevent the egress of light at night. 
 

 
b. Enforcement: The following update was provided by CDC in May: 

• WG/23/00222/CONCOU  - Shepherd's hut at Park Hill:  This matter was now progressing 
with the issue of an enforcement notice. Timeframe unknown at present. 

• WG/24/00312/OPEDEV - Jays Barn, Newpound Lane: An application had been submitted 
and was currently invalid. CDC was waiting on amended plans and drawings. A reminder 
had been sent. 

• WG/24/00308/OPEDEV - The Farm Shop, Wharf Farm, Newpound: CDC advised by their 
planning agent that an application would be submitted. CDC used to ask that an 
application was submitted within 28 days, but owing to the number of documents and 
reports now required, CDC normally expected a retrospective planning application 
within 6 months. Reminder to be sent. 

• WR/24/00182/OPEDEV - Fishers Adventure Farm Park -  siting of 2no. camping pods, 
hardstanding and septic tank: CDC had been in discussion with their planning agent, 
who was waiting for their “water” consultant to finalise the flood report. All other 
documents were complete. Reminder sent.  Members also noted that the pods were 
being marketed and occupied. This concern had been raised with CDC. 

 
c. WR/25/00710/FUL – Stable Field Gates: CDC’s decision to approve the gates was 

disappointing. Members therefore agreed to appeal directly to the developer, expressing 
the Parish Council’s wish that the gates remained unelectrified and open, to encourage 
integration of future residents into the village. They could be closed as required. 

 
11. Finance: 
 

a. Bank Reconciliation: MW confirmed that he had checked and agreed the bank reconciliation 
for the Barclays Community Account for month ending 31st May 2025.  
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b. Accounts for Payment: 

The Clerk displayed the Payment List for June that was approved. 
 
Online payments for the Barclays Community Account 
Payment entered on 17th June 2025 unless stated otherwise. 
 

Payee Amount 
£ 

Description 

Grasstex Ltd 4,088.40 Verti-drain, fertilise and overseed the village green 

Mr T Stride 120.93 Songhurst Meadow verge cutting contract for May 

West Sussex County Council 2,293.48 Clerk’s salary and oncosts for May 

Sussex Land Services 806.26 Village Green grass cutting contract for May 

Wetton Cleaning Services Ltd 943.46 Public toilet cleaning contract for May 

JWS Landscapes 515.00 Songhurst Meadow grass cutting contract for May 

Mrs S Winship 24.50 Mileage to Chichester and parking for CDC Planning 
Committee  

 £8,792.03 
 

 

 
Direct Debit / Card Payments from the Barclays Community Account 

Date Amount 
£ 

Payee Description 

03.06.25 13.49 HP Instant Ink Auto Debit Card – Monthly ink replacement service 

03.06.25 12.60 IONOS Cloud Ltd Auto Debit Card – Monthly email charge 

06.06.25 291.71 NEST Direct Debit - Clerk’s pension for May 

17.06.25 39.50 EDF Energy Direct Debit - Monthly electricity cost for public toilets 

 £357.30   

 
Payments to the Barclays Community Account 

Date Amount 
£ 

Payee Description 

21.05.25 1.00 WG Scout Group Annual peppercorn rent for the Scout Hut 

27.05.25 1.00 WG Sports Annual peppercorn rent for the Pavilion 

09.06.25 63.32 Allotment tenant Deposit and allotment rent 

16.06.25 0.08 Allotment tenant Balance for allotment rent 

 £65.40   

 
c. Monthly Financial Statement: The statement was circulated in advance of the meeting and 

displayed. There were no further questions. 
 
12. Other Reports: 
 

a. The Green:  

• Works to the Green: In the absence of AB, deferred to the next meeting. 

• Annual Fair: It was agreed that Friday 19th in addition to the official day of Saturday 
20th September was permitted, if requested. The charge to remain at £270 plus £70 
for the additional day. In view of the damage caused on an undrained area last year, 
the Fair and accompanying vehicles to be parked on the southern end of the main 
green but avoiding the football pitch. AB to be advised accordingly and if 
contradictory opinion received, the decision was delegated to the Chair. 

• Green Coordination Group Membership: Following the sad death of Mr Robert 
Armistead, a nomination for his replacement as a Community Member on this group 
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had been received from the other community member. Members agreed to this 
nomination and appointed ex Parish Councillor, Mark Robinson. 

 
b. Health & Safety:  

• Ivy on a bench by the pond required cutting back. 

• Horse Chestnut growth was impacting upon the bench by the bus shelter. 

• As the bus stop pole in Durbans Road had collapsed (removed and reported to WSCC), 
MW agreed to check stability of the other poles. 

• The Clerk confirmed that some path repairs had been undertaken, and the contractor 
would resume when his other work permitted. 

• WGS had responded the same day to the urgent request to cover the goal post sockets. 
 
13. Any Other Matters to Report: 

a. SW noted fly tipping in Durbans Road and would report.  

b. SW had recently read that the government was intending to change legislation to allow 
remote meetings. 

c. SW was delighted to see the Beavers litter picking the other evening. 
 

14. Date of Next Meeting: 
Extra Parish Council Meeting  – Tuesday 1st July 2025 at 7.45 pm  
Parish Council Meeting   – Tuesday 15th July 2025 at 7.45 pm 

 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.19 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed by the Chair:  ………………………………………………………… Dated:   ……………………………. 


