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     MINUTES OF THE EXTRA 
   PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DRAFT MINUTES TO BE AGREED ON 15TH JULY 2025 
 

Date: Tuesday 1st July 2025 
 
Present: Mr A Burbridge (AB), Mr M Foster (MF), Mr D Hill (DH), Mr A Jackson (AJ) 

Mr M Watson (MW), Mrs S Winship (SW) (Chair), Mr T Worrall (TW) 
 

Apologies: Mr P Drummond (PD) 
 
In Attendance: Mrs L Davies, Clerk  
  
Members of Public:  None 

 
The Chair opened the meeting at 7.45 pm and welcomed everyone.  
 
1. Apologies for Absence: 

Apologies were received and accepted from Mr Drummond.  
 
2. Declaration of Members’ Interests: 

No interests were declared. 
 
3. Minutes of the Last Meeting: 

The Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 17th June 2025 were approved as a correct record 
and signed by the Chair. 

 
4. Public Question: 

There were no members of the public present. 
 

7.55 pm – Mr Foster joined the meeting and declared no interests. 
 
5. Village Objectives: 

The Chair explained that this discussion item was deferred from two previous meetings for a 
larger quorum to discuss ideas. The Clerk explained that the Objectives were reviewed by both 
the Finance Committee and Council on an annual basis in November to inform both budget 
preparation and the Chichester District Council (CDC) Infrastructure Business Plan. Many of the 
ideas had come from the original Neighbourhood Plan consultations. The chart was displayed 
and the projects discussed. The following was agreed: 

• Seek ideas from residents – to include an article in the August newsletter (links to budget 
setting in November) and possibly the Annual Report, space permitting. To consider 
including at the forthcoming Neighbourhood Plan consultation. 

• As village gateways were not possible on all village entrances due to West Sussex County 
Council (WSCC) policy, and not supported in the 2017 village consultation, bulb 
planting/improved entrance signs to be added to the objectives. 

• The new requirements of the Assertion 10 in the Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return (AGAR) would potentially require the village website to be upgraded. TW to 
attend a forthcoming online briefing session with the Clerk. 
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• Members noted the resident’s concerns regarding the playground surface and 
acknowledged that action was required. MW advised that he and the Clerk were meeting 
with a contractor next week. 

 
6. Pavilion Lease: 

AJ explained that an update of the current lease for the existing building, and the new lease for 
the replacement building, would contain reference to the Village Green Policy which detailed 
local management arrangements. Being a local policy, it could be updated, without the need to 
update the lease, if circumstances changed. The new lease would not be leasing the whole 
Green only the building’s area but would contain a licence, for the same duration, for use of the 
pitches on the Green. The lease would contain a procedure for any major breaches, but 
councillors were asked to consider breaches of management responsibilities contained within 
the policy. After some further discussion, it was agreed that: 

• The Policy should contain the wording: “Repeated breaches of the rules within the 
Village Green Policy will lead to sanctions at the discretion of the Parish Council.” 

• Regular sporting fixtures were part of the licence. Any extra activities that substantially 
increased attendance and constituted an event, including other non-sporting activity, 
such as bouncy castles, required Parish Council approval. 

• To include the requirement that “Normally no sporting fixtures to take place on the 
Green during the last two weeks of April.” 

 
7. Other Reports: 
 

a. The Green:  

• Works to the Green: AB advised that the work was undertaken on the Green and the 
benefits were noticeable when compared to other local areas. However, the window to 
undertake the work had been reduced by sports fixtures which was not ideal. He 
believed that this was partly due to a change in Wisborough Green Sports (WGS) 
management and a lack of communication. 
MW highlighted that the two downpipes on the eastern end of the Pavilion required 
connecting to the land drainage system to reduce water saturation on the corner of the 
football pitch. He would discuss further with the WGS Trustee when he reviewed the 
Pavilion maintenance shortly. 

 
b. Health & Safety:  

• School Road Operation Watershed Scheme: Members expressed concern at the 
shuttering and depth of the ditch. MW explained that the specification had been 
prepared by WSCC, and he had already been in contact with both WSCC and the 
contractor, raising concerns about the quality of work and safety concern; photographs 
had been sent. An onsite meeting was being organised to get it resolved as a matter of 
urgency.  

• Fair Damage: AB would review as a matter of urgency as some members felt that this 
now presented as a safety concern. Potentially the spreading of topsoil was required; 
this action and expenditure was supported, the decision delegated to AB and the 
Clerk. 

• Songhurst Meadow Dog Fouling Signs: Members agreed to use the same wording as 
the Bracklesham Bay signs, a photograph having been provided by the complainant. 

 
8. Any Other Matters to Report: 

a. CDC advised that the Tanglewood developer had provided an alternative footpath option to 
link to the WSCC scheme on the village green should the path in front of Park Lodge not be 
made available by the landowner; the email had been circulated. 
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b. The Townfield planning application in Kirdford was going to the CDC Planning Committee on 
9th July 2025. 

c. Members were asked to volunteer to help at the Fete on August Bank Holiday Monday. 

d. In answer to DH’s question, the Chair advised that the Parish Council did hold a General 
Reserve for unexpected expenditure. The Clerk also advised that the Council could vire funds 
from non-restricted reserves, if required.  
 

9. Date of Next Meeting: 
Parish Council Meeting – Tuesday 15th July 2025 at 7.45 pm 

 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.52 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed by the Chair:  ………………………………………………………… Dated:   ……………………………. 


